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and no member could justify before his
constituents the supporting of any such
propesal,  The management of hospitals
needed compreliensive action. and it
would be better to strike out the clause
altogether ; but as a inember representing
8 Fremantle district. he would be ill-
advised to mmove in that direction, though
he would strongly support any country
member who wouald move in the direction
of the delction of the clause. At any rate
he protested against publie monies Leing
paid to private hospitals and moved an
amendment on the amendment —

* That the word * public® be inserted
between ' district * and ° hospitals’ and
that the words * public or private’ between
‘hospitals’ and ‘Provided’ be struck out.”
The COLONTAL SECRETARY:

Having cxplained the veason for the in.
clusion of the word * private ™™ he would
now offer na ohjection to the proposal
of the hon. member.

Amendment (Mr. Moss's) pas«ed :
Coloninl  Hecretary's
amended. agreed to.

Progress reported.

the
amendment,  as

Howse odiourned at 617 pan.
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the Loeal Boards of Health of Leeder-
ville and Maora.

QUENTION—RAILWAY DELAYS,
PERISHABLE GOODS.

Mr. TROY  asked the Minister tor
Hailways: 1. Is the Minister aware that
trucks of perishable goods lor Mt Mag-
net were ent off and detained at Crowlher
for  twenty-four hours on Wednesday,
Qctuber Gth, and Friday, Qctober S8th,
thereby causing Theavy losses to  eon-
signees ! 2. Will the Minister make in-
quiries regarding the persons responsible
for the delay. and instroet against a re-
currence of such delays in the future !

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
vephied ;1. NXo, 2, Tnquiries will he
male.

QUESTION—RAILWAY  OFFICERS

AND TOSTAL WORIK.

Mi, W PRICE asked the Minisier for
Railways: 1, What amomdl was dne to
the Railway Department from the Fede-
ral Govermment for postal work earried
sl hy railway oflicers hetween 1st July
and 30th September last! 2, What extra
remuneration was allowed railway officers
for the performanee of suel duties? 3,
If vone. why,

The MINTSTER FOR RATLWAYS
replied: 1, £125 15, 2 and 3, No special
remuneration is given for the perform-
ance of postal duties, but any extrn work
entailed is taken inte consideration when
lixing their salaries as railway officers.
and providing as=sistatee where necessary,

QUESTION —GOLDFIELDS  WATER
SUPPLY, METER RENTS.

Mr. COLLIER asked the Minister 1oy
Works: 1. In view of the decision of
this House not tn charge vent for water
melers attached to private residences in
the metropolitan areas. does he intend in
abolish the charge tor meters mnder the
Goldfields Water Supply? 2, Tt not, why
nnt?

The MINISTER 1POIR WORKS re-
plied: 1 and 2, The Goldfields Water
Supply is being worked at a larze annnal
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loss.  The administrarion has been and
is prepared to abolish rent of water
meters attached to private residences if
an equivalent is paid in inereased wafer
rates and charges. Several of the muni-
cipalities concerned have heen advised
accardingly. but so far none have ac-
cepted,

BILL—NORTH PERTH TRAMWAYS
ACT AMEXNDMENT.
Introduced hy the Minisier tor Works,

and read a first time,

RETUUN—LAND SELECTION,
SMALL HOLDINGS.
Mr. JOHNSON (Guildford) moved—

That there be laid un the Table of
the House a return showing the num-
ber of areas under 1,000 acres granted
during the last 12 months by the land
board to selectors.

His ohject in moving the motion was to
draw attention to the fact that the land
hoard. in granting small areas, was nof
acting in the besi interests of the agri-
cultural industry, and, in many cases,
their actions were detrimental to the iu-
ierests of land settlement. Tn moving ihe
moiion he had been influenced by the
fact thal he had heard it iaid down by
ihe managing trustees of rhe Agrienlural
Bank that, at all events in the Eastern
distriets, it was ntterly impossible for a
man to make a success ot farming on
less than 1,000 acres. Yei he knew of in-
stances in which the land board . had
divided areas, nlready small according fo
the ruling of the trustees of the Agrieul-
toral Bank, amongsi several applieants,
The hardship of it was that when settlers
were granted these small areas their ap-
plications to the Agrienltural Bank for
assistance were refused because the tros-
tees were of opinion that they could not
sueeessfuily farm their holdings. In one
instance a certain area Lnd heen thrown
open at Doodlakine which previously had
been reserved to the Railway Depart-
went. Tt was but a small area. and a num-
her of applications were received for two
sections of if, aggregating a total of 700
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acres. The applicants went before the
land hoard. and the board had divided it
up and had given one man 350 acres and
another man 350 acres. The Minister for
Lands would probably agree that it was
quite impuossible for the holder of o
small an area to make a suceess of it. In
another instance, a man from New South
Wales had taken up 1,000 acres. Ad-
Joining his holding was a block of 880
acres tor which his son applied. Another
application for the same block liad been
pmt in by three partners from ihe gold-
tields. The son of the New South Wales
farmer desired one homestead farm of 160
acres, while the other applicants wanted
three lomestead farms out of the area,
and desired to secure the remainder under
couditional punrchase. After considering
the applieations the Jland board bad
eranted the 880-aere bloek, with three
homesiead farms, to the three individuals,
refusing it to the seitler’s son, who, no
doubt, would have made an absolute sue-
cess of farming it.

Mr. Foulkes: In what distriet was that?

Mr. JOHNSON: The land was situated
near Iellerbervin, The land board, un-
donbtedly, was not working in with the
eenerally accepted policy of the Agrieul-
tural Department. and he desired an ex-
pression of opinion from the Minister for
Lands as te whethier the Minister thought
rulings such as those referred to were in
the best interests of the settlers. He (MMr.
Johuson) quite realised that a return of
the deseription asked for would occasion
some expense, which he had no desire
should be ineunrred. He believed the Min-
ister would agree with him that the iand
board sbould work in with the generally
accepted poliey of agrienltural develop-
ment and land settlement as outlined by
the experts of the Agrieuliural Depart-
ment. If the Minister would intimate this
he (Mr. Johnson) would be perfectly
satistied, and would not press the motion.

Mr. HEITMANN (Cue): It was a
aood thing that the mofion bad been
brought forward, as many penople had
been at a loss to understand the reasons
of the land board for coming to many of
their decisions, One would naturally think
the hoard would consider the advice of
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the specialists in the department as to the
amount of land necessury for a man to
hnld to give him a faiv chance of making
a living, .\ number of instances had heen
given of peculiar decisions arrived at by
the hoard, On one oceasion where a block
of 160 neres was thrown open. three ap-
plications were sent in for it; two under
the rvesidentinl eonditions, and the third
under  1be non-vesidential  eendilious.
Pecnliar to relate the land was granted
to the man who did nof intend to reside
on the block, That same gentleman held
two or three hundred acres in the distriet
previonsly, and had done so for two years,
but he failed to improve the land in any
way and was foreed to sell or lose it by
forfeiture on the part of the Crown. That
individnal, whe was an agenl at Narro-
zin. appeared (o be nothing more nar less
than a land speeulator who was prepaved
to take up a block for what he ecould
make out of it.

The Minister for Lands: What is his
name?

Mr. HETTMANN : The name and full
pacticulars ahout the affair were sent in
to the Minister some time ago by letter.
He always understood it was the desire
of the Government to seitle as many
people as they eonld on the land, hut here
was a caze of a1 man who did not intend
to reside on the block being given the pre-
ference over two others who iniended to
fulfit (he residential conditions. At the
time the hoard tock that action he had
brought "the matier hefore the attention
of the Minister,

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS (Hon.
J. Mitchell}: The two members who Lad
spaken had apparently heen misinformed
in regard to the matters to which thev
referred. Assuredly the land hoard, which
was eomposed of the most inlelligent men
of the departmenl, at all fimes attempted
to do their duty in deeiding properly he-
tween the ¢laitns of varions applicants,
One of the first questions asked an appli-
eam was whether he desired to reside on
the land. Withont exception the land
was granted to the man who would re-
side upon il. '

Mr, Heitmann: T have wrilten to you
and told you differenlly.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member must have been misinformed in
the ease. The mover said that settlers lhad
heen put on areas which were too small
for them to oblain a fair living out of.
The policy of the department was to give
every 1nan a chance, and it was well
known that if the land were in the wheat
helt a man could not make n living on less
than 640 acres of good land, The board
endeavoured not only to grant a holding
of that size to each applieant, but also
when the veserves were being subdivided,
to bring up the area so that no selector
held a less quantity. As a rule the lands
in  the wheat belt were surveyed into
1,000-acre blocks. With regard to the
statement as to the Doodlakine reserve,
Lie could not reply to thaf at present, but
surely a block of 700 acres was not di-
vided and granted to two men.

Mr. Johnson: The area of 700 acres -
was divided inte two blocks. If il bad
been sold as one bloek it would have been
all right.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A less
arvea than 700 acres in that distriet was
not enough for a man to make a living
on. The land board must have been acto-
ated in that partienlar instance by some
other motive. Tor instance, the man
eranted the land must have owned the
blocks adjoining.

Mr. Johnson: That was not so.

The MINISTER IPOR LANDS: dAs a
role where an area was less thaw a square
mile 1t was granted to a man bolding the
adjoining land. It was the desire of the
hoard to bring up the area of every man
holding less than a square mile in that
leeality. It was very different n the
South-West, for at  Denmark, for in-
stanee, 100 acres was sufficient for a
man to make a good living out of. The
hoard were most particular in ecnnection
with the econduct of cases bronght hefore
them. FEvidence was taken on oath. Un-
fortanately at times false representations
were made to the board, but that body en-
deavoured to aseertain exactly the posi-
tion of the applicant, and to allocate the
land to the man who could use it besl.
They asked a vumber of questions, and
if an applieant eould not appear he was
azked fo fill in answers to a namber of
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questions which wera sent (o kim w2
printed form. The first question asked
was “Do you hold any land in this State™?
and this was followed by the question “T{
50, what ¢quantity have yvon under culti-
vition: how mueh of it is impreved. and
i what manner”?  That indicated a de-
sire to give every man a sufficient quan-
tity of land. There was also question
Na. 3, ~Are you willing to utilise the
land”?  All the applicants answered that
in the aflirmative. The board always
asked the applicant whether he intended
to reside on the land. Having asked all
these questions, and having ascertained
whether ihe muan was married or siugle,
and if he had a family, all necessary in-
qniries were exhausled; at all events such
inquiries as could rveasonably he expected
to be made by a hoard endeavouring to
do thetr duty. The preparation of the
return asked for would entail a con-
siderable expense.  TEvidenily. huwever,
the mover brought it forward with the
wea of getting an explanation with re-
card to the doings of the land hoard
rather than for the information to he
supplied. The land hoard had, almosi
without exception, acted wisely in allo-
ealing blocks. They had listened to the
advice of experts of the department, such
as that of Professor Lowrie, for instance,
and had followed onf the ideas laid down
hy that gentleman. Tn Professor Lowrie's
apinion a man should have sufficient land
to keep him oecupied the whole vear. 1t
was not only essential that he shonld have
suflicient land to live upon, We knew
fairly well after years of experience, and
eeriainly Professor Lowrie knew, how
many aeres would be sufficient for that
purpose. It was to be hoped the motinn
would nnt be pressed.

The PREMIER (Hon, N, J. Moore) :
The Minister for Lands had indicated
ihe principles which governed the board
as a rule in granting an area applied for.
There must naterally be eonsiderable
dissatisfaction where there was more than
one applicant for land, seeing that only
one man could get it. As a rule in cases
where it apeared to an individnal that
the improvement conditions were nol be-
ing carried out, that individual wrote to
the TLands Department and indieated
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that in his opinion the conditions under
whieh the iand wss granted were nof be-
ing complied with, Very often he was
correet in that assumption. but there were
cases where permission wus given by the
depariment te allow certain work to he
concentrated on one block. Offen a man
was anstans to get o retwrn without un-
necesniy delay, and in sach a case per-
nmisston was giver  Lim to put all his
energies an ome bloek without complying
with all the eonditions taid down for an
adjoining hlock. Members would recog-
nise thal it was advisable for a Minister
{o have diseretionary power in mafters
of that kind. Very often it waz in {he
besi interests of the settler, and of the
country as weil, that he should get a re-
turn without unneeessary delay. After
the vesport as to the non-rompliance with
the conditions was received hy the Lands
Department, as a rule instruetions wevre
aiven for an inspector to take the earliest
possible opportunity of making an in-
pection of the land. Often it was found
that the complaints were founded on taer,
with the result that the land was gazetted
ns heing forfeiled, and the departent
then intimated they were prepared o
throw it open for selection. Very often
the individual who had eomplained oi
the non-observance of the eonditions eon-
stdered he was in the same position as
the man who complained of non-compii-
ance with econditions under the Mining
Aet and eonsidered he was enfitled 1o
jump the property, and that the land
should be granted to him. His informa-
tion did not give him any pre-emptive
right, bat as a rule, all things being equal.
the man who brought the non-fulfilment
of eonditions under the notice of the de-
partment would, if there were any ad-
vantage, get it. That was only fair
and reasonabble, but he shonld get
nothing beyond that. So far as le
{the Premier) knew of the bhoard, that
principle governed their decisions in
allocaling the land. Complaints were
often received from settlers in different
parts of the State that they were dis-
satisfied with the decisions of ihe board,
but very ofien, after giving the matter
due consideration and investigating such
ecomplainis, he had come to the conelu-
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sion that the judmmenl of the buard in
their allocation of the bloeks was well
founded.

My, Johuson: My econlention is that
the board depart from the zenerally ae-
cepled policy of the Agricultural Depart-
ment, inasmoel as they graul toe small
an area,

The PREMIER: One of the first in-
quiries ever made hy ihe lLoard was
whether the area of land apphed
for  would he sufficient to enable
a man to make a fair living. As to the
case broughi forward by the hon, mem-
her, there must be some extenuating cir-
enmstances as the hoard would assuredly
not split up a block of 600 or 700 acres
into two holdings. All realised that it was
absolutely essential that a man should
have a decent area if he were Lo make a

living out of the land. That was
the generally accepted policy of the
Lands Department, as well as of

the Agrieultural Bank.  Doubiless the
matter having been  brought under
notice the board would give greater con-
sideration to the faet in the future
The main faet which woverned the de-
eision of the board was lirst of all the
quantity of rural land already held. whal
quantity of it was fit for eultivation, and
what improvements had been effected. It
a man had Deen dilatory in improvements
the board wonld be well advised not {o
give lim further land. If he had sufiictent
to make a living on but had not ecomplied
with the eondilions, then in such euse the
board should not give lim an additional
area. The buard alwavs asked a man whai
lis experience in agricultural pursuils
had heen. whether he was wmarried o
single, and if marvied the numher of his
children, what their ages were and the
sex, and, as the Minister had said, pro-
vigion existed for the answering of cer-
tain questions of this nature in the event
of the applicant not being able to appear
in person hefore the hoard.  The hon.
member had no doubt brought the matier
under netice i ordev to ohtain the as-
surance which had leen given. Doubi-
less he was satisfied thai in fhe wheat
areas it was necessary for a man te gel
at least one thousand acres in order to
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wake a lving, and that was a poliey
which had been endorsed by the Govern-
ment.

Mr. JOHNSON (in reply): As the
Prentier had stated. that was really {he
ohjeet in bringing the matter forward.
There was no special grievance, neither
wirs there dissatisfaction on tlie part of
any individual. The matier was one pnrely
of general principle, and it was known
thal in the two cases mentioned the de-
cision of the hoard was against the ad-
vice ienderved hy the experts of the Agri-
caltural Departinent. That being so the
motion standivg in his name was tabled.
The ohjeect was not so mueh to get a re-
turn. hul to veceive the assurance which
had been given him. It was wrong to puot
a man on the land when we knew from
the start it was impossible for him to
make a success of it. Sueh a couvrse did
not tend to ereate that satisfaction we
should lay ourselves out to get, and so
make a man a good advertising medinm.
and thus get others to follow his example.
Having received the assurance he wanted,
he desived (o ask leave to withdraw the
mofion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

REPORT—NORTH-WEST SHIPPING
INQUIRY.
Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) moved—

That the report of the Commissioner
appointed to inguire imio lhe Novth-
West shipping be leid upon the Table
of the Ifouse.

This matier was first brought before the
public al a meeting of the chamber of
cotninerce, The chamber claimed that Lhe
conditions prevailing in  the  shipping
trade n the Navth-West were somewhai
unfair to the settlers and traders on that
coasl. The Aiuister at that time eame for-
ward with a proposal te run State-owned
steamships on the coast, bul he did not
do so. Then the Minister approved of an
inquiry being made. That inqguiry into the
shipping eonditions was eonducted. 1o
duubt, at some expense to the State, anid
it was advisable now (hat the people of
the State shouldl hear the faeis, and know
why nothing further had heen doune in
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connection with the maowter. B had beeu
stnted that the report had not been made
public beeanse it was found that it was
not in favour of the shipowners. That
was hardly a fair reason for the nen-
publication of the report. Being opposed
to elass leislation. le vegarded it his
duty to protect the shipowners just as he
would protect the squatters or miners, and
if it was found that the rapacious settlers
of the North-Wesl had not been giving
the shipowners a Ffair deal, it would be
ilie duty of members to protect those ship
owners against the settlers np that part
of the enast, No harm eould he done by
giving publicity to the report.  Many
pecple. and he among the vest, had been
waiting for the deeicion of the Govern-
ment on this matter, and they wounld like
to know the reason why the Government
had refrained from taking action.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
It was not intended to oppose the motion.
He had net had an opportunity of going
fully into the matter, but le had been
informed that it would be advisable not
to make the papers publie. After a hasty
perusal of the file nothing was found in
it which was very chjectionable, and there
fure there was no intention of opposing
the molion. The matter was one which the
Acting Premier took up during his (the
Premier’s) ahsence, and was the result of
a deputation te which the Acting Pre-
mier promised that a commissioner would
he appointed with a view of reporting
on the question. The outeome was thai
Mr. Sinelair. of the Harbour and Light
Department, was appointed a eommis-
sioner, and that officer visited varions
parts of the State and compiled a very
voluminons report which no  doubt it
would be possible to place on the table
without any unnecessary delay.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
1}, Gregory): In connection with this
leport, if was some time sinee instruc-
linns were given that an inquiry shounld
Iie made for the purpose of seeing in what
manner the Government ecould assist and
henefit the XNorth-West portion of the
State, and give some better facilities with
regard to shipping and freights, and also
ie make other inquiries in connection

1141

with the trade of the North-West gener-
allv.  The instructions given were ihat
Ar. Sinclair was  to make special in-
quiries with a view of supplving infor
mation to the Government, His instyne-
tions were to find out how it would he
possible to benefit Port Hedland, Roe-
bourne, Onslow, and Geraldton, and even
to make innuiries with rvegard to the
South-Easlern portion of the State, in-
dependently of whether the trade would
henefit Fremantle, Geraldton or any of
the other ports, The Commissioner who
was appointed advised the Government
how they could best assist the various sel-
tlers, and very long and detailed instrue-
fions with regard to what was wanted
were given to him. In the letter of in-
struetions which was written t{o this
wentleman thers was the following:—
“Younr first aetion, I think, should
he to find ont from the producers what
their complaints arve. They must be
our first care, irrespective of trader,
manufacturer or shipper. The pastora-
lists have an association and I have
asked their secretary fo arrange for a
commniitee of that body to meet you
and give you all the assistance in their
power. It will not suffice for them to
merely urge State sohsidised steamers
as a panacea for their trouhles, they
must show that they have complaints
and justify them. It wili not be pos-
sible for you te wmake direet inquiries
into the mineral irade of the North-
West, or that of the South, although
probably Mr. Klug, of the Mt. Caitlin
mine, Ravensthorpe, would probably
advise vou (if you inquired from him)
re Hopetoun faecilities, but such infor-
mation could be obtained of the trade
at Port Hedland, Roebourne, Whim
Creek, Onslow, ete., from Mr. B¥ont-
gomery, State Mining Engineer, whom
I will direct to place fully ai vour dis-
posal all his knowledge of the districts
tuterested. Mr. Durbridge, also, could
rive vou a lot of information rezarding
Onslow trade, and also Mr. Sutherland
of the Fremantle Smelters has special
knowledge of Northampton. Any in-
formation I have is also at vour dis-
posal, but Mr. Mentgomery's and my
knowledre o no forther than Port
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Hedland. Lastly the shipping
companies should he asked their view
of the question. Some information
they will give you will, I understand,
be confidential, but I do not wish you in
the eavly stages of the inguiry to ac-
cept  eonfidential matter from them.
They mav give you information as con-
fidentinl which way bhe publicly ob-
tained from other quarters and so far
as possible nothing should be promised
which may tie your hands when making
the report.”
Attention should he drawn (o the last
paragraph of the insbroetions, The ship-
ping cowmpanies advised that they would
he pleased to give any information in
their power, but that the information
they mighi give wonld he of a confi-
dential nature. Mr. Sinelair was instrue-
led not to take confidential imformation,
=0 that under no civeumstamces could the
vilue of the report be nullified. It was
not known what information of a private
nature might be on the file. If ihere was
sueh information, of course it wonld he
a gross hreach of confidence to make it
publie.  Therefore in agreeing to lay the
papers on the Table, it should be under-
stond that should it be found that there
was information which had been given
confideniially either by the shipping com-
pauvies or any other persons that this
would be deleted. So far as could be
seen, however, there did not appear to
he anythinz of a eonfidemial nature in
ihe lile,
Questior pui and passed.

MOTION—LAND TRANSFERS
SYSTEAML
Mr. BATH (Brown Hill) moved—
That in the opimion of this House it
is desivable, in the inlerests of the quick
despatch of business and general effi-
cigney, that the old method of land
transfers should be recverted to.
1¥e said: T move this motion with a de-
sire fo revert to a condition of things that
proved to he eminently satisfaclory, al
least so far as the goldficlds were eon-
cerned. T understand that, prior to the
inauguration of what was called a scheme
of decentralisation, in the Kalgoorlie and
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Buulder distriets where there arve u large
number of f{enements. under the Land
Aet it was always possible in regard to
residential leases, residential areas, work-
ing men’s blocks aud other forms of land
tenure fur those transferring them or
dealing with them to have the transfer
effected “with considerable expedition in
the local lands office; but some time ago
the Public Serviee Commissioner issued
a cirenlar, which was prinied and issued
to all members of the House, and pub-
lished in the Press, to the effect that the
system of the contrel of it by the Lands
Departiment was entirely unsatisfactory,
his reason for urging that being that the
hanking institutions in the metropolis
and those engaged in the legal profession
objected to 1t because it entailed some
diftieulttes upon them. I do not kuow
whether the position was arvived at as a
result of those vepresentations by the
Public Service Commissioner, but at any
rate singe the beginning of the year—
I have not the exact date—ii was decided
that the transfer work should be removed
frow the Lands Depariment to the Lands
Transfer Department and that all the
business should be fransacted in Ferth.
The result of this has been fo cause a
rreat deal of delay and annoyanece io
those who have been accustomed to these
eonveniences in the various land offices
throughout the State. I received a leiter
from a gentleman in Kalgoorlie, but, un-
foriunately, T have mislaid it. En this
letter he detailed the particulars over a
simple matter of a transfer of a resi-
dential lease on the goldfields. The trans-
fer was effected becanse the owner or
lessee was desirous of going to the East-
ern States. the price and everything was
agreed to, but it took seven weeks for
the transfer to be made, and during that
time the person who disposed of the
hlock had to wait until the transfer was
finally fixed up. That is one instance,
and there are others which have been
bronght under the notice of the local
governing bodies on the goldfields where
similar delays have taken place in regard
to other blocks. There seems to be no
reason whatever for the change. Through-
out the various distriets, where lands
offices are established, we have a number
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of seftlers who have business 1o Liansact
through these oftices, and the present
position is that, instead of being able to
o to the nearest lands office, as they eould
in the loealities of Katanning, Narregin,
Northam, Beverley, Geraldton, Kalgoor-
lie, Boulder and other places throughout
the State, they have to fee someone in
Perth to earry out the business for them.
Not only does it put them to additional
expense, but it also means there is an ad-
dittonal delay in having the transfer
effeeted. It seems to me there is no ob-
jeet to be mained by this chanpe. and
there is no justifieation whatever for put-
ting the eclients of the Government to
this expense and inconvenience in order
to suit the convenience of the banking
institutions and those engaged in the legal
profession. If we are to consult the con-
venience of avyoue, surely it should be
the convenience of the clients of the
Lands Departmient, who ave the people
more vitally affected, and whose interests
should be first considered. In other res-
peets the change seems to he altogether
an injudicious one. At present in regard
to many of those forms of land tenements
as, for instance, conditional purehases,
arazing leases, residential leases, residen-
tial areas, and working men’s blocks.
there are certain‘ conditious” to be con-
formed to before a transfer can be ef-
fected. For instance, nnless the hoider
of a conditional purchase earries out cer-
tain improvements he is supposed not to
he entilled to a transfer. Of conrse, I
know that transfers have been given
wlere these improvements have not heen
carvied out; but, still, the law is that
these improvements have to be effected
hefore the transfer can he made. Now,
heiore such a transfer can be put through,
the Lands Transfer Branch officers must
linve a certificate from the Lands De-
pariment 1o the effect that these con-
ditions have heen fnlfilled, and this means
thint the officers of the Lands Department
have still to earry out the greater part
of the work neeessarv before a transfer
vai be effected. \All that the Lands Trans-
fer Braneh will do is, after having re-
reived the eerlificate from (he Lands De-
partment. to finally put the transfer
thkrougzh. Tn the eircumstances, if seems
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1o me it would be a simplitication of tle
transfer, and would suit lhe convenicnes
of those who arve the clients of the de-
partment, and. furthermore, would save
thewn expense nnd loss of time, if we re-
verted to the old system and lhad these
transactions earried out at the chief lands
offices thronghout the State. For that
reason, therefore, and with the view of
gefting some more lueid explanation for
the change than has been vouchsafed so
fur. 1 move this motion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
J. L. Nanson) : The hon. member has put
forward as the principal reason why the
motion should be agreed to, that it is de-
sirable to revert to a condition of things
whielh had proved eminently satisfactory.
The difficulty that oecurs at present in
regard to the system which the hon. mem-
ber is advocating is mainly the diffieulty
of rendering these conditional purchases
a satistactory security on which money
can be borrowed. The matter has been
represented to the Government by the
Chambers of Commerce, by the banks,
and by solicitors, and the reasons ad-
vanced arve such as I believe, when they
ave put before the Chamber, hon. mem-
hers will deem ie he reasons to which the
Government are bound to give a great
deal of weight. It must not be supposed
that hecause the hanks and business men
and solicitors have advocated this change.
they are doing it solely in their own in-
terests and in opposition to the interests
of the general publie. The contrary is
the case. Hon. members are no doubt
aware that what is desived is that the
registration of Jease instruments and sim-
ilar doewments should be kept at the Titles
Office instead of in the Lands Office, as
was the case until guite recently,  One
reason why the change is advisable is that
we have in the Titles Office an expert staff
who have been trained in the particular
work they are ealled upon to do, and
there is a further advantage that there
is uniformity in dealing with both lease-
hold and freehold titles. Af present, as
hon. members are aware, freeholds are
dealt with at the Lands Titles Office, and
I did not gather from the remarks of the
hon. member any reason why leaseholds
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should not he dealt with in the same man-
ner. If the reform instituted bhe adop-
1ed permanently, instead of eausing in-
eonvenienve and greater expense io the
publie. it will have precisely the opposite
eifect. Matlers will probably. be dealé
with nore promptly i the one office,
Certainly where one is dealing with mort-
aages, and wheve if is required to take as
seenrity for advance a freehold block and
also a conditional purehase bloek, there
will be great advantage in the whole trans-
action being ecarvied through and  com-
pleted in the one office, instend of the
freehold fransaction having to be puf
through the Titles Oflice and the iransac-
fion in rvegard to the conditional purehase
having to be put through the Lands Office.
Let me give an illustration to hion. mem-
bers to show the cost and delay that may
he incurred in consequence of there heing
two  Goverpment  departments  dealing
wilh ihis elass of work. We will suppose
that under a will certain preperfies, some
portions of them held wnder conditional
purchase and the other under freehold,
are left to one person. At present two
transmission applications have to be put
in—one at the Titles Office in respect to
the freehold, and the other at the Lands
Otlice 1n respeet to the eonditional pur-
chase. It is necessary, therefure, first of
all to send a clerk to get probate, and then
to go to the Titles Office to lodge an ap-
plication. When this is done the eclerk
has also to be sent down to get probate
and has then 1o go to the Lands Office
and lodge an application for the trans-
mission of the econditional purchase lease,
and after ihat is passed he has to get the
doewments back again. Then to get them
to the person who is entifled, trausfers
have to be signed by the executors, one
fur the Titles Oflice and one for the Lands
Olfice. It may be said, why should we
stndy the conveuience of the solieitor aud
simplify his procedure, bui it is nof the
solicitor who wants this procedure simpli-
fied. It would he more profitable fo him
no doubt to have the complicated method,
but it would be less complicated to him if,
instead of sending the drafts to the differ-
ent offices. the mafter were put throngh
the one offive. the Land Titles Office. Un-
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der the present system. or the system that
did exisl untlil receutly, for the sake of
convenience 1 may eall it the present
svetem heeanse the new one is not perman-
ently adopted— —

Mr. Hudson: Have you any authority
for registrativn yet?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: All we
are doing is absolulely within the law.
The han, member can rest assured of that
The Aet will rerquire to he amended hefore
the full measure of reform ean be in-
fraduced.

Mr. Walker:
method is illegal,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Cer-
tainly not. The member ean be assured
that what we are doing at the present time
iz not illegal. Under the system I have
heen deseribing the cost is very much in-
ereased. It has Dbeeu estimated that the
vost under the old system is treble what
it will be if this new system is introduced.

Mr. Angwin: You have altered the
plicy of the Governnient sinee yvou have
been there.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
not aware of that, bat if that is the ease
there is no reason for the hon. member to
he aggrieved.

Mr. Hadson: The hon. member is the
Guvernment,

AMre. Angwin: As far as this is con-
cerned.

The ANTTORNEY GENERAL: To re-
sume the thread of my argument. We
will suppose that the whole of the regis-
tration was doue in the Titles Office. Tn-
der these circumstances one transfer un-
der the will would be sufficient and iwo
attendances, instead of six, as at present.
1 ean understand members who represent
the legal profession objeeting to the re-
form as it will diminish the number of
attendances by a solicitor or his clerk, but
I am somewhat awmazed at the member
for Brown Hill, who we must assume is
looking after the interests of the public,
coming forward as a champion in favour
of an unneceszary, expensive, and elumsy
procedure,

Mr. Bath: How do you justify the pro-
cedure from outside offices to Perth?

Till it is amended the
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T ean
smly think the hon. member is Lringing
forward the motion under a misconeep-
tion as tu the actual inconvenience caused
by the system of which he is the advo-
vate,

Mr. Tuod=on: You do it by correspond-
ence. de vou not;, hoth in fhe Titles Office
andl the Lands?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In
South Australia they have the system that
it is desiredl to adopt here, and the Gov-
emmient have the apinion of legal gentle-
men who have had experience of the
working of the system in South Austra-
lia, and (hat opinion, I may say. is an
entirely Favourable one. It is pointed ont
by one legal wentleman who speaks with
experience of the Sonth Australian sys-
fem (hal  =upposing the system were
adopted here in dealing with leaseholds and
freeholds ane document wounld deal with
the.whule lot: that is to say a person wish-
ing to horrow ou a leasehold and a free-
hold conhl have the martgage prepared in
one duoenment. Then you have the further
inconvenience with the present svstem; it
is very awkwand in regard fo the issue of
execulion under fi fa, a eopy ot the fi fa
having (o be issued with ihe Titles Olfice
and another with ihe Lands Office, where-
as 1F all 1the dealings were tvansacted with
the one office. one eopy wonld vover the
lot. Mr. Cox's testimony—he is lhe soliei-
Tor wha las had experience of the Sonth
Anstralian =ystem—iu regard to fhat sys.
tem ts that it is a great saving of time,
and alse of expense.

Mr. Bath: Ave von going to make the
Titles tMlice keep in touch with the carry-
ing ont of improvements, the inspeetion?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In the
Bill that is being drafted making this
change, due provision is maide on that
point, ample provision.

Mr. Bath: What provision?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T will
deal with that when we come to that Bill.

Mr. Bath: But what is the provision?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T will
et to that when we come to deal with
the Bill.

Mr. Bath: But we want to know it now
we want to know what the provision is,
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
is n further great convenience in making
searches conneeted with land. [nstend of
having to go to {wo olfices, the whale
search can bhe made in vne uffice, and in-
stead of ocenpying the mreater part of a
day, and jn some cases days, it may be
got through probably in half an hour, or
in one hour, Then, In regard to the fees,
the publie will henefit by a substantial
reduction of the fees for transfers. .\t
the present time the Lands Department
requires a fee uf one pound for each
lease transferred; and if a man owns a
large number of small bloeks—in one
ease a man had to pay as much as £15 in
order to get a transfer of each of his
bluocks: nnder the Titles Office svstem if
a man owns some land it would ecost him,
no matter how many Hlocks, one pound
for the transfer fees.

Mr. MceDowall: If a man owns 15
blocks. do vou mean that he can get a
transfer for oue pound?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In re-
aard to one transaction. Of course the
greal advantuge of this change is that it
will enable the holder of a conditional
purchaze lease to obtain acemmmuodation
which at the presenl lime is debarred
him: or if he does oblain it he can only
obtain it under ecirewnstances of great
diltieufiy.

Mr. Bath: From the Agrieulural Bank.

The ATTORNEY GENERAIL: No;
from the vrdinary banks.

Mr. Bath: Ah' That is the difficulty.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T do
not know if the hon, member wishes 1o
prevent a conditional  purchase  holder
from borrowing from (he ordinary hanks,
It is snrely an advantage to the com-
mimity if vow give them the greatest
facilities for borrewing money in  the
easiest manner. IF ile Agricultural Bank
ean give aceommodation, why not other
banks? The Agriculiural Bank would pre-
fer to have the syvstem simplified. and the
security improved, which would be af-
fected if the change is carrvied out. The
hon. member is in error if he supposes
that this change is not desired by the Ag-
ricultural Bank. T helieve I am right in
saying that there is no financial institu-
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tion by which the change is move desired
than by that partienlar institution: and
it the hon. member will think over the
wmatter for a tine he will discover how it
will be impossible for anybody who lends
meoney, wheiher a private individual or
a jomnt stock bank, or a Government
bank, not to  welecome a change of
this kind. At the Lands Office you have
nat the regislter books such as you have at
the Titles Office, and it is therefore very
often a difficult matter to make a proper
search in order to diseover the state of
a maw’s title in respect tu a eonditional
purchase lease. Then we have the circum-
stanee that neacly all conditional pur-
chase leases ave converted into freeholds,
and when the freehold stage is reached
and the lease and the mortgage die, the
title may issue free of encuumbranee to the
holder. One ean readily understand that
a lender is sowewhat chary to lend money
when his security is liable to disappear on
the freehold being obtained. If this change
is made the transaction will be endersed
on the conditional purchase lease, and
when the conditional purchase lease ma-
tures into a freehold, if the encumbrance
is still existing, the endorsement is ear-
ried on to the certifieate of title. Further-
more at the present time there is no
provision that when rents have fallen in-
to arrear, and the land is liable to forfei-
ture on that aceount, there is no provision
that nofice of sueh arrears shall be
sent lo the mortgagee. The leaseholder
may omit to pay his rent, and the lease
may be forfeited without the mortgagee
knowing anything about the matter,
Surely it would be an improvement that
the lender should be protected to that
exteni. And anything that will protect
the lender mnst necessarily he an advan-
tage to the borrower hecause there will
always be the diffieulty of getting any
large number of these advances if they
are subject to results such as the one I
have mentioned. At the present time we
have {he banks opening hranches in
various eoundry districts where practie-
ally the whole of the Jands are held under
eotditional purchase, And the question
whether the banks will extend banking

facilities tu the holders of these eondi-
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tional purchase leases or not is very
lareely dependent on whether this ehange
is made. The banks are fairly independ-
ent. Thev are willing to do business, no
doubt they are anxious to do business,
but certainly their policy is a conserva-
tive one so far as saféty is concerned,
and they are not going out of their way
fo extend their transaetions in this diree-
tion unless n proper measure of seeurity
ix afforded them. The member for Brown
Hill has referred to the delays and in-
convenience caused by the changes whick
have been made; but I gather from what
he said that what he had in his mind was
merely the inconvenience which he sup-
posed to have been caused at, or in the
vieinity of Kalgooclie,

Mr. Bath: Inconvenience that T know
of.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: On the
other hand we have fo consider the large
amount of advantage whieh will he given
to  the conditional purchase holders
thronghout the South-West if this ehange
be made pecmanent; and T am sure, from
a report T have from the Lauds Depart-
ment. that the inconvenience at the pre-
sent time has praetieally been reduced to
a minimuni. The Under Seeretary for
Lands is of opinien in regard v dealings
in Kalgoorlic that if in order they will
be completed within a week. Surely for
the hetter security which the new system
gives this small amount of delay will he
uneomplainingly borne.

Mr. Bath: That week is seven weeks,
and T Lnow of another ecase of four
weeks.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon, member haz guoted a case where the
delay was seven weeks, and now lLe men-
tions another ease in which it was four
weeks, But does ii not oceur to the hon,
member  that where we are making =a
change of this kind, in its inilial stages
there might be some amonnt of delay
which will not oecur when the system
zets into full working order? And the
hon. member will rememher that these
eases necurred some little fime back; and
if he make inquiry he will find that this
estimate of the Under Secretary is well
within the mark. To show how small the
inconvenience is, 1 might mention that



27 Ocroser, 1909.]

only halt-a-dozen applieations from Kal-
woorlie are pending. The system, 1 may
say, has bheen adopted in =everal other

States, in South Australia. in  Vie-
teria, and 1 fhink in  Tasimania,

and has given ihe very same amount
of satisfaction as has heen given by
the adoption of the system of freehold.
Surely it is a progressive step tv extend
the purview of the Transfer of Land Aect.
As the Act was oviginally adopted it was
tutended that it shonld apply to leases,
and it is perhaps unfortunate that it was
nol made so to apply from the ouiset; hat
£ wm convineed that it this new <ystem
he given a brial 1t will in a very short
Hme, if it has ot already. be found that
the convenience and securify afforded are
0 homeasurably  superior to anything
we have under the existing Ael, the Land
Act, that the saving in expense and also
in time iz =0 great that there will be no
one found ready to urge that we should
2o baek to the old system of having these
matters dealt with by the Lands Office
instead of, as freeholds ave, by the one
regisiration  office, namely. the Tands
Titles.

Mr. ANGWIN (East Fremantle): T
was rather surprised ihat the Minister
tor Lands should have asked the Atorney
General (o reply to the motion moved by
ihe Leader ol the Opposition: amd the
more so hecauge 1t iz wenerally aecepted
in ihis House that a mobon affecting a
parvticular department should be replied Lo
by the Minister eonivolling that depart-
ment. But when we wo  back twelve
months and realise that ihe Atforney
General of to-day fought very strongly
against the decentralisation scheme, [ ean
only come to the eonelusion that as far as
the Government is concerned he iz the
one strong man of thai parly.

Mr. Holman: He is strong indeed.

Mr. ANGWIN: The Premier in his
peliex speech of two vears ago said that
part of the policy of the Government
was 1o decentralize as far as the Lands
Department was concerned. We have
had that repeated throughoui the length

and breadth of the State, and the people-

of the Siafe have realised that it would
be to their advantage if that policy were
cavried inte effeci. Then we find that the
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Public Service Cowmtissiouer, appointed
for the express purpose of dealing with
the public service alene, took it upan him-
selt’ to object to the Government poliey
iu regard to decentralisation; and in 1908
the action of the Publie Service Commis-
gloner was assisied very strongly by the
present Attorney General.  The Premier,
speaking on ihe decentralisation scheme,
on 18th December, 1908, said—

“We have adopted a system of de-
cenlralisation in the olfice itself which
tends to 1he smoother working of the
departmemt.  Previously  applications
for wrazing leases and otler lands went
Forward thhough the wrdinary routine
amdd passed on. We have made pro-
vision now (hat as the applications
come in they ave referved to the eight
or ten oflicers who are detailed for the
separate distriets, 1f an application
comes in. say, from the Avon dishiiet it
ix passed on to the officer dealing with
that loeality. He bas lithographs of
that distriet, and the consequence is that
the officers will have a knowledge of the
pariienlar distriets whieh they other-
wise wounld not have if the applications
were treated in the ordinary routine.
We find thus that he applications are
nmch more expeditionsly dealt with, If
a man eoes for information to an officer
who lias been assizned any particu-
lar digiriet, this officer, having a know-
ledge of the district, and having the
plans. the result is that delay which
was prevaleni before the sysiem was
introdoeed is entirely done away with.”

Now we find that the system infroduced
by the Premier when Minister for Lands.
whielt did away entirely with the delay
caused under fhe old syvstem—and which
T may say inflicted upon Western Austra-
lia the worst advertisement the State ever
wot—tle had old system wiped out by
ilie Premier has now been put back again
hy the Attorney fieneral.

The Auttmmex General: Neo. that is not
sn,

Mr. ANGWIXN: That is so as far as
the mution moved hy the Leader of thz
Opposition iz eoncerned.

The Attornex General: This has noth-
ing fo do with applications.
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Mr. ANGWIN: Bul it has to do with
transfers, and if an oflicer has power to
deal with an applieation, he also  has
puwer to deal with transfers. 1 am sorry
the Premier did not realise that the peo-
ple of the State look to him as the head
of the Grovernmnent, and look to him to
see that no officer has the power at any
time to interfere with the poliey of the
CGrovernment. 1 am sorry the Premier lins
allowed one of Lis colleagues to dictate
to him on a matter of this deseription,
and I am sorry the Government have not
stuck to that poliey which they inaugur-
ated, and lave not shown the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner that ne oflicer shall
be ullowed o exceed his funetions. On
the 26th January, 1909, I put rhe follow-
ing question—

“Is 1t the inteuntion to apply the
poliey of deceniralisation of the Lauds
MNepactment fo one portion of the State
ondy, as approved by the Public Ser-
viee Comuissioner?”

To this the Premier replied—

“No, the scheme will be extended as
cirewstances warranl.”

Now [ ask, if the scheme had been ex-
tended what veason would tlhere have
been for ‘this motion by the Leader of
the Opposiiion? Tt shows that the scheime
hins heen curtailed and that instead of
exiending thie scheme whieh they helieved
lo he in the best interests of the Stale
the Government have allowed 1t to he set
aside eniively by the Atiorney General
whe upheld Lhe view of the Publie Ser-
viee Commissioner. I hope hon. mem-
bers will support the motion. It is in
the hest interests of the people as a
witnle, if nol of a few such as solicitors
and bankers.  Where is this difficulty
spoken of as existing in regard to getting
eonveniences? TUp at Tammin the hanks
are asking the settlers to withdraw from
the Agrienltural Bank; this, of course,
willl n view of gefting the lands inte ihe
elufches of the private banks. 1 hope the
House will agree to the motion and (hat
we shall 2o back to the old system. which
iz the hest, of giving transfers without
delay.

The PREMIER (Hon. N, J. Muure) :
Althouzl T had not intended to speak on
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this motion, vet as tlie member tor Last
Fremantle is so anxious that I shonld he
as far as possible assisted, perhaps some
explanation ix due. This is another in-
stance of a little knowledge being a dan-
gerous thing. The hon. member has
quoted my remarks in regacd to the de-
centralisation, and I am glad to say that
the proposals then outlined have heen
given full effect to. The proposals were
in regard to applications for land, and
at that time I made no reference whatever
in regard to ihis very vexed question of
dealing with and registering transfers
thraongh the Titles office. As far as selec-
tions are concerned, the procedure now is
that the tand board meets in fhe various
dislricts and eonsiders applieations on the
spot. Tlis is oue of the proposals then
made--and I understand from my col-
league that it is being followed at the pre-
sent fime. At Denmark, for instance,
provision is made for the hoard to sit to-

day. so that applications can be dealt
with without unneeessary delay. So that

so far as the member’s charges of ineon-
sistency are cancerned they absolutely fall
to the ground.

Mr. Angwin: L do pai think that you
are: it is the other man.

The PREMIER: As to this matter, T
may sav there is no secrecy about it that
T was opposed {o Lhe alteration at lhe
time.  When the deputation met me T
argued thal it would eause unnecessary
delay, and that the systewm then in foree
did not appear 1o he very unzatisfactory.
Since then an nguiry has been made into
the whole matter, and the Under Secre-
tarv for Lands, who was opposed to the
proposal, has now come vound to the cou-
clusiun that it wonld be better in the in-
terests of the transferces that the trans-
acions should be dealt with in a different
fashion: that is to say, that where a trans-
fer of a conditional purchase holding is to
he effected, the same course should be
adoepied as in the case of a freehold. 1'n-
der this proposal all the vegistrations of
the wan whe holds both conditional pur-
chase und freehold lands will go through
the one oftice, that eontrolled by
the [levistrar of Titles. The additional
work ean be undertaken by the Titles De-
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partment practically without any addi-
tional staff being rennired. As members
know, at present the frechold transfers
go  throogh the Titles BDepartment,
which is eontrolled by the Attorney Gen-
eral, and the transfer of conditional pur-
chase, lomestend and other lands in
course of alienation, are registered
ithrough the Lands Department, which
s controtled by the Miunister for Lands.
So far as my memory goes, one of the
argumenis that earried eonsiderable weight
in cunneetion with the proposed change
was in regard to better provision for the

protection  from fie of the deeds
in  the Titles Offiee than in  the
Lands  Department. In  the former

office there ave proper fireproot provis-
ions, and it is contended that the trans-
ters of conditional purchase lands should
he safeguarded equally with the titles of
freehold lands. I would like to read what
Mr. Clifton, the Under Seeretary for
Tands, has to say in regard to this matter,
In response to an inquiry as to what had
veenrred in regard to delays in Kalgnorlie
he said—

“As vou know, the Government land
agent was empowered to do this work
as far as ile residential leases and
working men’s blocks were concerned,
with the result that parties effecting a
frausfer or mortgage could generally
get the matter fixed up without any de-
lay, and it is the necessity for sending
these documents to Perih under the
new system that is the cause of com-
plaint. 1t must, however, be remem-
hered ihat the Kalgoorlie dealings are
but a small thing as ecompaved with the
whole business, and now that we are
practically up to date I think that we
¢an promise that dealings from Kal-
woerlie, 1f in order, will be returned
completed, inside a week, and for the
better security which the new system
gives, it is worth these few days’ wailt-
ing; there are only half a dozen Kal-
goorlie transactions pending in the
oflice at the present time.”

The whole matter has been gone into very
exhaustively by the Attorney General,
who has given reasons for the change.
When I left the Lands Department I did
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not tollow the matter further and, on be-
ing assured by the Minister that as the
result of the investigations made, the
Under Secretary for Lands and the Re-
gister of Titles were in accord with him
that there would he an improvement. I
offered no ohjection to the new proposal
which has been adopted. I would point
out again to (he member for Fast Fre-
mantle that my proposal with regard to
decentralisation on seleetion and surveys
of land, and matters of that kind, has
heen ahsolutely adhered tn. The matter
under disenssion now is one, whieh, to a
very large extent concerns the Titles
Offire more than the Lunds Office, and as
a result of the investigatinns T have
waiveil any objection I had to the pro-
posed vchange.

AMr. FOULKES (Claremont): I would
not hilve risen to speak to the motion but
for the desire to remind the Premier of
the faet that when the matter was bronght
up last year, 1 eontended that as the Pnh-
lic Service Commissioner had rveported
strongly in favour of adopting the sys-
tem in foree to-day, his adviee should he
followed. The Government opposed the
recommendation then, but I am glad to
see that they have since recognised that
the Public Service Commissioner was ab-
solutely right in the opinion he gave.

My, Taylor: And that the Government
poliey was wrong.

Mr. FOTLEES: As was  often
the policy of the Government of
which the hon. member was a mem-
Ber. I nm very plad that the Gov-
ernnent  have agreed to  the pro-
posal. This is not the first time the ques-
tion has been brought up in the House,
as in 1893, when Mr. 8. Burt was Atlor-
ney General, there were complaiuts made
from the far distant places of the poliey
of centralisation then adopted, and it was
suggested that in conneection with the
Titles Office branches should he vpened at
some of the outlying towns. For instance.
it was propesed that oflices should he
opened at Northam and Coolzardie. When
referring to what was termed the central-
isation poliey the people there com-
plained of the lawyers in the City getting
all the fees. The same complaint was
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raised in Gervaldton. The Leader of the
Opposition now refers to Kalgoorlie, but,
after all, that town is comparatively close
to Perth, and it is peculiar that there
should be complaints of the kind he has
indicated. The Leader of the QOpposition
has said (bat it takes seven weeks to get
some transfers through. I am sure it will
be found on inquiry that the original
transfer was full of inacenracies, hence
the delay.

Mr. Bath: It was absolutely correct.

Mr. FOULKES: Owing to the fact
that there has not been too much work in
the Titles Office during the past 12 month
all the transfers ave being put through
there now without delay. The people in
the extreme North-West, such as those
living at Port Hedland, might well com-
plain of delays in  getting transfers
through, for it takes a considerable fime
to come down to the City from there; but
one does not hear any complaints coming
from there.

Mr. McDowall: How many fraisfers
have they a year?

Mr. FOULKES: They have a certain
namber, angd the people who want to get
the doecuments executed have to wait a
very long fime, Another argnment against
the suggestion for a number of hranches
is that there is a feeling among the banks
against such a proposal, as they are
afraid their securities might be jeopar-
dised. Suppose. for instance, I issued an
application in Kalroorlie to register a
transfer, and aunother application is made
by a fraudulent individual to vegister an-
other transter of the properiy at the same
time in Perth, then would come in the
question of which transaetion was to take
priority. There might be endless difficul-
ties arizing if some of the sugwestions
made by the TLeader of fhe Opposition
were carried inte effect. Some people are
apt to think that the solicitors in Perth
are in  favour of the centralisation
scheme, and of retaining the old system
of having all transfers registered in the
City. This is not so, for it wouid be an
advantage to the lawyers if a number of
these offices were established thronghout
the State, for it wounld mean thai it would
be necessary to have documenis registered.
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perhaps, in two or three different brunch
offices. A case of the exeeution of a trans-
fer occirred last week, A farm was sold
in one of the agrienltural distriets which
contained a certain amount of freehold
land, and the whole transfer was able Lo
be pul through in one morning. The par-
ties wenf to the Tilles Office, and no delay
occurred. Had there been a braneh office
at  Broemehill. where there are nn
solieitors.  considerable  delay  would
ave oceurred in  getting sueh =2
transfer  pui  through, as it  would
have Dbeer necessary for a solicitor
to have gone down there from the City.
I am glad to think the Attorney Gen-
eral is satisfied that the recommendation
of the Public Service Commissioner was
perfectly justified. T am plensed to notice
also that the Under Seervetary for Lands,
who was strongly opposed to the ehange
in the first instance, now realises that it
will work simply and well. The present
system of having all transfers executed
in the Titles Offiee will mean that work
should be done muel better than hitherto.

AMr. Bath: When was the Under See-
retary opposed to it?

Mr. FOULKES: 1 think Le was op-
posed to it last year. However, the Under
Secretary i a man who is quite ecapable
of forming lhis own conelusions, and is
honest and sineere in the determinations
he arrives al, and in his endeavour lo
carry oul the duties of the department in
a proper manner. He exhibits no hesita-
tion about informing the Minister of what
his real opinion iz on  any question
brought before him,

(Sitting suspended from 6.15 fo 7.30
p.m.)

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
J. Mitchell) : T desirve to say with regard
to this subjeet that the only place where
registration took place outside Perth was
Kalgoorlie. The very room used by the
Liands Department when they eontrolled
the registration is now used by the Regis-
trar of Titles, and there is no delay or in-
convenience caused. It seems to me that
the Registrar of Titles is the proper per-
son fo carry out the work of registration
of all documents. After all what is the
difference hetween the registration of a
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conditional purchase lease and a ceriifi-
cate of title? There are four million
aeres held as freehold and 10.700,000
acres under conditional purchaze condi-
tions, Still there is a Registrar of Titles
who deals with these four million acres
and an officer of the Lands Department
doing the registration in gonnection with
twice as many acres, 1t does nob seem
rizht that there should be practically two
registrars. On the one hand we have a
fully equipped staff with a well appointed
office, and on the other hand we lave
an adjunct to an already over-worked
Lands  Department—the  registration
office. The Registrar of Titles is much
better yualified to control this registra-
fion than the Under Secrelary for Lands.
After all it is the duty of the Lands De-
partment to subdivide and sell the land,
and afterwards for the Registrar ot
Titles to {ake the matter in band. We
realise that the development of this coun-
try is not proceeding as quickly as it
should, and it is all surely heeause the
people who own the land have not the
money to develop it with. Although we
are apl 1o say that estates are unimproved
we have to remember that a great deal
of this eounfry, practically a greater por-
tion of this ten million acves, is held under
small blocks, and most people who hold
these small blocks can go to the Agri-
enltural Bank. It is trne (hat this
bank only advances to a certain exfent,
and in the opinivn of some, this is not
far enough. If that is so we should give
facilities to people to borrow from other
finaneial institutions, and we should
afford those financial institutions every
possible security; they should feel abso-
lutely safe. After all, ag it is with the
Savings Bank so if is with the ordinary
banks, They take in the money of the
people and lel it out to ihe enterprising
man without eapital. There rmusi be the
greatest possible measure of security, and
to bring that about it is necessary that the
registration of all documents should be
with the Registrar of Titles. lembers
talk as if the registration of documenls
were a matter of evervday occurrence, I
can realise that at XKalgoorlie it was
simply a matier of walking into the office.
and depositing the transfer and lease for
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registration. But, after all, is it a trouble-
some matier now? Every land agent is
willing to assist those who desire to re-
gister their documents. All that people
have to do is to go into the oftice and seek
the assistance of the representative of the
Lands Department there and get the aid
they want. Apart from the delay of a
vouple of days there shoald be no further
delay n c¢onneetion with the registration
of a transfer. This question has no bear-
ing on that of decentralization, but we
realise that thal policy should be followed
up and i{ is in foree fo-dayv lo a greater
extent than before. The Premier when
Minister for Lands instituted the system.
Tf one wants land ai Northam he has to
put in his applieation there, the land
board sits there, and the whole Jbusiness
is dealt with in thal place. Decenirali-
sation has been followed to the greatest
possible exlent. Would it be possible to
have a dozen registration offices through-
out the State? A man might wish bo
mortgage his holdings, and if he had a
dozen of them situated in different dis-
tricts he would require to have a dozen
mortgages in order that they should be
sent to the various offices for the purpose
of registration. Ii is not necessary to
employ a solicitor in Perth. The docu-
menls ean be posted to the offiee in Perth
just as easily as they ean be sent to any
other eentre. The trouble with the revis-
tration is that the officer in charge of the
Lands Depariment is not ag expert as he
might be, and these financial institutions
seem to think that the registrations have
not always been done as aceurately as
(hey would have been done by the Regis-
trar of Titlee. We wish to practice
economy, It did seem unnecessary that
we should have two sets of hooks, two
sets of officials, and two registrars al-
tending to this work. Ecunomy will he
effected now. and the registration will be
expeditionsly and aceurately carried oul
under the new system. Apart from that,
the work of the taxaiien office will be
light because the index will disclose the
holdings of every man. whether they are
freechold or held under conditional pur-
chase conditions, so that the search will
be minimised in connection with the [axa-
tion and road board mafters, s in con-
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nection with land matters too. This re-
gistration under the systewm adopted by
the Registrar of Titles will facilitale the
work. It is quite right that the interesls
of the people should be considered. Tt
is the people who bave taken our lands
wlo have dealings with ihe Titles Office.
They regard the eonditional purclkase as
something ey ean pledge, and the At-
torney General has referred to the fact
that it should he made possible for thoese
people who take our lands to borrow, and
the member for East IFremantle, too, said
that some bank had asked for business
in the Katanning distrier. Banks have
been opened throunghout all the couniey
disiviets. In the distriet I lived in he-
fore I eame down here, there were three
banks, and to-day there are no fewer
than 15, and all beeause 1t is realised that
the broad acres are a good securily. As
money hag become cheaper it is leni at 6
per ceut., often with the result that Lhe
men wha hold our Iands under eonditional
purchase condifions are to-day able to
negotiate a loan as eosily as the men who
have freeholds, 1t is not a small thing
for these people that we should make it
sufe for these banks to lend money, and it
is not a small thing to enable them tw go
to a bank and offer eonditional purchase
land whieh the bauk will eonsider as good
securily as freeheld. It seemns to me we
should endeavour to do for these people
wlho seleet our lands all thal is possible.
Have we not hefore the Honse al the pre-
sent {ime a Bill autherising the inerease
of the Aerieultvral Bank eapital to two

miliion ponnds for lhe purpose of elear--

ing our lands? The banks did not feel
tov safe under the old conditions, bui they
do feel safe when the regisiration is
eonducted by the TRegistrar of Titles.
There will be no great trouble in eon-
neetion will this matter because the very
simple method of ascertaining at the end
of each day wlere improvemenis have
heen done by the blocks sought in be
registered will he adopled. At the end
of each day a list of ducuments presented
far registeation ean bhe snpplied by the
Registray of Titles to {lie accounlancy
offiee of the Tands Deparlment, ami a
veply given as 1o whether the fransfer
ean be registered o nnt, T admit that
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little inconvenience may he eansed at Kal-
goorlie, but it is right that doecnents
should bhe sent down to Perili, registered
here, and returned, The Under Seere-
tary for Lands assures me that this shounld
be dore within a week, I men with ex-
perience of the methods of the Registra-
tion Departwent ecount for anything I
think these registrations will be done
quiekly and safely. The Registrar of
Titles has in addition Lo Ilns  ordinary
staft the advantage of ihe assistance that
can be rendered (0 him by (he officers of
the Atterney Genernl’s department. T
daresay the Solicitor General atiends to
these matters, and is of assistance to the
Registrar of Titles in any cases tn whicl
il is necessary to refer to a solicitor. A
very wise c¢onrse has bheen followed in
cenivalisalion, so far as registeation is
coneerned.  Decentralisation for all other
purpuses in connection with land has been
practised, and will be practised.  The
grealest possible assistance will he given
{n selectors Lo make application in the
districi where the lund ix situated, and in
all other respeets their applications and
their dealing= with the department wilt he
facililated,  Deeentralisation ean  never
be followed in vegard to  registrations.
There are 101 reasons against it, most of
which have heen stated by the Attorney
General. T hope the motion will nol be
agreed to. The experience | have gained
1 eonmeclion with the Lands Department,
and my expericnee during the time 1 was
Honorary Minister in eonnection with the
Auaricoltural Department, hoave led me to
believe thar it i~ absolutely necessary
that some change should he made; and we
have viade that ehange. a change whicl
will result in business being done more
econamically anl expeditiongly than was
puossible under the old systein.

Resalved: That moiions be continued.

Mr. UNDERWOOD  (Pilbara) : I
feel inelined to vote against the motion.
I musi say that what little I have seen
of the decentralisation scheme introducea
in councetion with the Lands Department
has wot, in my opinion, been so satis-
factory that we should be anxious to
continue the system. My experience
would not induce me io vote for any mare
decentralisation. Another point in con-
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nection with this is thai it is to apply
oniy to Kaigoorlie. Although Kalgoorlie
is a very important part of Western Aus-
tralia I still bold that if the residents
of all the other parts of Western Aus-
tralia have to register in Perth it is quite
possible for the residents of Kalgoorlie
to do the same.

Mr. Bath : But if it be shown to be
a convenience, why should we not have it?

Mr. UNDERWQOD : If it can be
shown to be a convenience and nof a
costly one, T may vote for the motion;
but I want the mover tn show me that it
is so. The fact that there have been diffi-
culties and delays under the present sys-
tem is no guarantee that the system is
bad. It may bhe owing o the fault of
the officers; and a bad officer does not
neeessarily imply a bad system. Now I
helieve that in respeet to many of our
difficulties it is not the system that re-
quirves altering, but some of the adminis-
trators: and possibly if we could shifi
the whole adininistration altogether we
would have fewer complaints about the
systems we have in Western Australia.
T say again that unless the leader of the
Oppaosition in his reply ean show me some
hetter grounds than I have seen for voting
for this motion I intend to vote against
it.

Mr. MeDOWALL (Coolgardie): Al
the arguments used in eonneclion with this
matter are really departures from the sub-
ject. All T have listened to go to prove
that it is advisable to have one remstrar,
¥ do not think the hon. member for Brown
Hill is disputing that in any way. But it
is possible to have one vegistrar for these
different land departments and still have
a system of registration which will con-
venience the public of Kalgoorlie. Tt
must he admitted that the business of
Boulder and Kalgoorlie is very extensive.
I do not know whether transfers were
completed at Kalgoorlie or nof, but it
seeins to me a special effort should be made
to convenience a large centre of popula-
tion. The people of Kalgoorlie have com-
plained very bitterly of this change, and
have constantly pointed out the very seri-
ous delay that has taken place. T there-
fore intend to support the motion,

[27 Ocroper, 1909.]

1153

Mr. BATH (in reply): I wish to make
reference to some of the alleged argu-
nieats brought forward by hon. members
opposing this motion. The affability
with which the Attorney General refrained
from giving information should convince
hon. tmembers that something is being
withheld, and that at effort is being made
to assure them that the convenience of
clients of the department is being studied,
while no information is wvouchsafed to
support that contention. There was une
practiecal admission made by the Attorney
General, namely, that instead of banking
institutions being the philanthropists he
would like to have us believe——

The Attorney General: No. .

My, BATH: The Attorney General said
they were not doing this for their own
advantage.

The Attorney General: I never used the
word ‘“philantbropists.’” The hon. mem-
her s wrong in saying that I used the

word ‘‘philanthropists.” They ave busi-
ness institntions.
Myr. Underwond: ¥ou used words to

that effect.

AMr. BATH: Certainly the hon. meniber
did not nse the word “philanthropists,”
but, as pointed out by the member for
Pilbara, he used words which conveyed
the same impression. Now, as a matler
of faet the Attorney General has prae-
tically admitted that this proposal has
been advoeated by the banking institu-
tions with the object of doing away with
the eonditions surrounding the taking np
of land in this State, the conditions un-
der which the lands of the State are alien-
ated, so that they or their clients can aec-
quire tand without the inconvenience of
having to fulfil the conditions under which
our lands are taken up. He pointed ount
that because these conditions are found by
them to be irksome they desire to bave
the business transferred to the Titles
Office instead of, as at present, its being
done through the Lands Office where they
keep a daily record of how the eonditions
are heing fulfilled. As a matter of fact
the Titles Office ean only be an office of
registration, and unless they institute a
staff themselves or borrow officials from
the Lands Department, the Registrar of
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Titles will have no knowledge whatever as
io whether the conditions under which
these various tenements have been taken
up bave been fulfilled. And it will pos-
sibly, and even probably, be that from
the registrar’s point of view the transfer
may seem all right, while it may be that
in the Lands Office there are proceedings
going on by which that land is liable to
forfeiture; and the question of forfeiture
may even be nnder the consideration of
the Minister at{ that very time.

The Minister for Lands: Who would
run the risk in that case?

Mr. BATH: When the Atforney Gen-
eral was speaking, and when I asked the
question as to what safeguard the Titles
Ofiice was going to impose in order to see
that the land was not transferred, and
that no transfer was effected unless the
conditions were fulfilled, the Adftorney
General gave us some vague assurance
that this was going to be provided for
in the Transfer of Lands Act.

The Attorney General: And that is so.

Mr. BATH: It will mean that we wili
have to take holus bolus the various
¢lanses of the Land Act and transfer
them to the Transfer of Lands Aect.

The Attorney General: No; not at all.

Mr. BATH: The Minister for Lands
was sitting alongside the Attorney Gen-
eral at the time, and he failed to supply
the information. Why? Because that
gentleman knows that it will still be neces-
sary for the bulk of the work to be done
hy the Lands Department, It will be
necessary for the officers of the Lands
Departwent to go through the records and
to tarn up the files and aseertatin if the
conditions have been fulfilled; and it will
still be for the Lands Department to do
95 per cent. of the work and hand over
a certificate to the effect that the condi-
tions have been fulfilled before the Reg-
istrar of Titles ean effect the transfer.
Reference has been made to the fact, and
we have the assurance in a letter which
the Premier read from the Under Seere-
tary for Lands, that there is going to be
no greater delay than a week. Now, as
a matter of faet up to the very latest in-
formation I have secured from the gold-
fields these delays are still going on. The
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inconvenience of this new proposal lies
in this faet: previously, if it were the
case of a working man’s block, a residen-
ttal lease, or one of the earlier forms of
lease, and 2 resident of the goldfields—
the leases are mainly held by miners and
other workers on the goldfields—were de-
sirous of selling out to go elsewhere to
work, all it was necessary for him to do
was to go into Kalgoorlie, to the officer
in echarge of the Lands Department,
effect the transfer within the very short-
est space of time, and the money was
paid over there and then. Under the
system which has replaced that delays
have taken place. Many who have dis-
posed of their areas have had to cool their
heels in Kalgoorlie for weeks, waiting for
the transfer to be effected. And if it
only applies to Kalgoorlie, why deprive
the residents of Kalgoorlie of this con-
venience? Hon. members ought to see
that the convenience is assured to them in
the future, more particularly as the forms
of land tenure dealt with are especially
those held by the general body of workers
on the Bastern goldfields. They are peo-
ple who cannot afford to wait the con-
venience of the various departients in
regard to this new method of transfer.
Again, the Premijer stated that one rea-
son whiech actuated them was that they
felt it was necessary to be able to con-
centrate all these deeds in the Titles
Office, presumably because that was the
place of greatest security ; but, as a
matter of faet, we have never had a re-
port from the Registrar of Titles unless
it contained a complaint from that officer
as to the inseeurity of the present safety
appliances for the storage of deeds. And
if a fire took place in that locality it
would be a poor look out for the deeds.

The Attorney General: It would be
hetter accommodation than in the Lands
Depariment.

Mr, BATH: I am rather donbtful on
that seore. I am satisfied there was
more security, if seeurity were needed, in
the provision made in the Kalgoorlie
nffice, because that was a building stand-
ing to a large extent by itself, and, there-
fore, with less risk of fire than is the
case with the present Titles Office in
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Perth, In order to try to make out a
case against this motion Ministers have
noi serupled to east a reflection wpon the
officer of the Lands Department who
hitherto has done this work.

The Minister for Works: No.

Mr. BATH: It is said he bas not had
sufficient experience and that the banks
would not touch these transactions be-
cause they were afraid he did not have
sufficient knowledge to do it; but what
justifieation is there for sneh a reflection
on that ofticer?  Can the Minister for
Tands point to one instance where the
interests of the department have heen
jeopardised by reason of this officer hav-
ing done the work in the past?

The Minister for Tands: I conld give
vou a dozen instances if T were in the
office.

Mr. BATH: It is strange we have not
heard of them.

The Minister for Lands: You were
Minister for Lands and you must have
heard something of them.

Mr. BATH: Not in conneetion with
transfers. T have heard complaints in re-
aard to other oflicers, We are told that
the hanks will not lend money to the poor
unfortunate settlers in the State because
of the present conditions. As a matter of
fact ihere has been no difficulty so far
as the holders of conditional purchase
and grazing leases are concerned in seeur-
ing loans from the Agrienltural Baulk.
and we are told thal as a vesult of the
new rerime introduced the banks are go-
ing out into the agrienlturnl settlements,
into areas where eonditional purehasers
predamminate, and are opening branches
in order to lend money to the farming
community of the Stoie. As a matter of
fact the ather day the Minister for Lands
gave an entirely different reason. He said
it was because the Agrienltural Bank had
led the way, and they had at last heen
stirred up to some enterprise, and were
following on the road eut for them by
the Agricultural Bank. Whieh argument
iz correct?

The Minister for Lands: Both.

Mr. BATH: It seems to me that Mio-
jsters, instead of trving to justify them-
selves. instead of giving to the House ln-
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formalien as to how these delays ean he
obviated, are attempting by the use of
statements such as these, altogether dif-
ferent from what they have given on pre-
vious necastons, to mislead the House into
voting against the motion. No Minister
has given any evidence whatever that this
change is in the interests of any other
than the banking institutions of Perth,
and T am very dubious indeed when I
find this is the only justification which
ean be urged for the change whieh has
heen effected.

Question put and a division tal-.en with
the following resnlt:—

Ayes .. .. .. 19
Noes .. .. ..o 23
Majority against .. 4
AYES.
Mr. Augwin Ar. McDowall
Mr. Bath Mr. W. Price
Mr. Bolton Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Collier ' Mr. Swan
Mr. Gill { Mr. Taylac
Mr. Gourley Mr. Walker
Mr. Heltmann Mr. Ware
Mr. Holman Mr. A. A, Wilson
Mr. Horan Mr. Troy
Alr. Johnson (Teller).
NoESs.
Mr. Brown Mr. Hayward
Mr. Butcher Mr. Male
Mr. Carsoun Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Monger
Mr. Daglish Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. Davies Mr. Naason
Mr. Draper Mr. Osborao
Mr. Foulkes | Mr. J. Price
Mr. George I Mr. Underwood
Mr. Gordon ' Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Gregory Mr. Layman
Mr. Hardwick . (Teller).
Question thus negaiived.
RETURN—PEARLING STATISTICS.

Mr, TROY (Mount Magnet) moved—

That there be laid wpon the Table a
return showing—)1, The declared value
of the pearl shell exported from Wost-
ern lustralia during the pust len years
from the North-West graunds and
Shark Bay grounds respectively. 2, The
estimated value of pearls from the same.
3. The revenue derived from the same
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by—(a) Erport duties. (b) Boal Ii-

censes. (e¢) Pearl-dealers’ licenses. 4,

The estimated number of male adulis

employed, distinguishing— (a) Furo-

poans. (b}-Aboriginals. (e) Asiaties.

As the Premier had given assurance theve
was no inlention of opposing the motion
it was unnecessary to do more than move
it formally. The return would not cost
much. The idea of asking for it was with
a view to seeuring information. It would
be useful to show what the industry
meant to the State, the revenue we se-
cured from it, and how it was progress-
ing.

Mr. MALE (Kiwmberley): The motion
was quite unneeessary., Tt simply dis-
playved a certain amount of ignorance
adl want of knowledge on the part of the
wember moving it, becanse all ,the infor-
mation required was publisied annually.
aird the hon. member could have secured
a ¢opy of the Fisheries Report frowm the
Fisheries Department, and obtained all
the information witheat tabhling a metion,
necessifating Lthe taking up of # certain
amount of time on the part of members
in vonsidering it and expense in wgetling
the information together. If the hon.
member wanted the information for the
past 10 years, it was only pecessary to
zet the TFisheries Reports for the past
10 years; or to save himself trouble the
hion. member might have got the informa-
tou from the Commuvnwealth Year Boolk
or from the State Yeur Books published
from time to time. But it seemed that lots
uf metnbers thought they must table o
moiion whenever they wanted information
whereas they eontd go direetly and get it
without. bothering the House. The in-
formation was easily oblained.

Mr. Walker: Then why begrudge giv-
ing it?

Mr. MALE: Neot at all; it was given
every vear. But why should memhers
bring these moiions before the House?
Surely we had more important work than
to wasle all this time?

Mr. Troy: You are wasting lime,

Mr. MALE: The object wag 1o prevent
similar motivns being brought down when
the information could he obtained direet
From the departments, All the informa-
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tion usked for in the motivn was ohtained
from lime (o time by the departinent. The
value of the pearl shell was declared
month by month, and the annual statis-
tiea showed the estimated value of pearls
tished. and 1he estimated revenue in re-
wurd to hoat licenses and so forlh. Re-
turns were also obtained by the Fisheries
Department as to the namber of men,
distinguishing between Europeans, abori-
gines, and Aslaties. The hon. member by
ringing np the Chief Tnspector of Fish-
eries conld have got all the information
straight off withont any delay, or he
eould have rung the hell and a messenger
wonld have bronzht him the departmental
report, and he could have got all the in-
formation he wanted from it.

Mr. Collier: 1= it in the annual report?

Alv, MALE: Tt was in the annual re-
port, it Lhe Year Book of Western Aus-
tialia, and the Yewr Book of the Com-
monwealth, Tf the Premier promised the
information lie had no objection tn its
heing given. Had the hon, member asked
him (Mr., Male) for the information he
would have heen only too glad 10 have
given it, Motions of this kind were alwo-
lately unuecessary, being n wasle of time
ad of publie money. Members might get
the information they desived to obtain
in a more s{raightforward and direst
manier.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
sone of the information asked for would
have to he obtained From the Federal De-
partment.  For instance, the declared
valie of the pear] shell exported from
Waestern Australin was a matter for the
Customs  epartnient, bhut he had ne
doubt the head of rhat departinent wonld
supply, the imformation, The second re-
tirn asked for was as to the estimated
value ot the pearls.  The informaiion
with regard fo that must be practically
approximaie. for a eectain  number of
pearls were sent away without their ae-
fual value heing declared. In regard to
the other malters, the boat licenses and
peart dealers’ licenses came exclusively
under the Staie Depariment, and the in-
fermation eould be obiained. The other
information would have to be obtained
from the Customs Depattment, and from
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the veports to which the member for
Kunherley had veferred,  He did nnt
intend te oppose the motion.

Mr. TROY (in replv): Thanks were
due to the Premier for eomplying with
the reguest set ont in the motion. For
the information of the member for Kim-
berley (Mr. Male), who supplied a lot
of pratuitons and unnecessary adviee, he
might say that he had endeavoured to
secure the informalion from various
sources but was unahle to wei it. Had
one hut known that the oracle was in the
House one might have approached him,
but ignorance on that score was due to
the foet that the hon. member had given
such litlle knowledge io the Hounse. dur-
ing his tenure of office, that it did not
strike one to refer the matter to that
member, The information was fhrst
sought for in the form of a question, but
it was refused. Tf the information was
s0 easy to obtain then it would have heen
a simple matter to have given it as an
answer to the question.

The Premier: Did we refuse the in-
formation as an answer to a question?
1 do wot think so,

Mr. TROY: 'The information was
asked for in the shape of a question,
but was not allowed lv be pai in that
forn.

The Premier: It iz for the officials
of the Ilouse to say if sueh information
should be asked for by motion or gues-
tion.

Mr. SPEAKER : That information
could not he given in the form of an
answer to a question.  Aeting in com-
Pliance with the Orders of the Hou'sc, he
had refused to allow the information to
he given in that manner.

Mr. TROY: It was well that the mat-
ter had been discussed, as it had given
the wember for Kimberley an oppoertun-
ity to tell the House what he knew of
the employment of Asiaties and aborig-
ines in the pearling industry. As a mat-
ter of fact. ithe member desired to have
silence kept as to the number ?f thoze
men emploved in Lhe parbicular industry
which ke so worlhily represented.

Question put and passed.

+3

1157

MOTION — HUSPITAL SUBSIDIES,
A, TAYLOR {(Mt. Margaret) moved—

That this House disepproves uf
the propesed tremtment of the goldfields
and country hospitals by the Gocorn-
ment in the withdrawal of all subsidies,
and in other ways destroying the oout-
onomy of these institutions and limit-
ing their yeneral wsefulness.

He said: T recopnise that the motion is
a very lar-reaching ane.  If ddoes not
affect me as a imember of this Flouse any
more thau it affects any other member of
cither side nf the House. Tt is necessary
that members should deal with a molion of
this kind on its merits. The questivn is
one that affects that section of the eom-
munity. the members of which are unable
to help themselves during the period when
they require the aid of medical men and
hospital treatment. In their desire to
turn the existing defieit into a surplos
the Government have entered into certain
retrenchment schemes which they have put
hefure the State, and we find that they
have started operatiims by curlailing the
atd to that seetion of the community which
should receive most regularly benelit from
the State. They have begun to retreneh
in the place which should have been left
to the very last. Certainly the taxpayers
of the State will agree that the Medical
Department should be the very last in
which relrenchment sghould take place.

The Attorney General: The effect would
not be harmful to anyone,

Mr. TAYLOR: No member could be
more deeply sensible of the effect of the
retrenchment scheme proposed than the
Attorney General. Tt was only necessary
to carry one’s mind back to the time wlen
the present Attorney General, then a
private member, referred in the old Par-
liament House to aetion taken by the then
Giovernment with vegard o the salary of
an officer in his electorate. On that oc-
casion the hon. member breathed fire upon
the Government for daring to interfere
with the liealth of the people of lis elee-
torate by redueiny the salary of the medi-
cal oflicer there. He referred to the con-
duet of the Government as atrocious.
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The Atiorngy General: | desired to
provide the very facilities we wish to ex-
tend now.

Ar. TAYLOR: The very faeilities the
Governmenl desire now to deny the peo-
ple. Surely it cannot he sugpgested for
one moment that the way to faeilitnte
the progress of the work in the back dis-
tricts iz by reducing the subsidy of pound
for ponnd granted one vear, to 15s. and
the next vear to 10s., or as an alternative
to grant a lump snm amounting to not
mote than 10s. for every pound collected.
We find a cry agcainst such treatment
arising from a hospital to which patients
from the Attorney General’s own district
are taken, namely, Geraldton. The people
of that town have refused point blank to
accept the Government’s new scheme.
Practically ail the assisted hospitals in
Western Australia also refused to asecept
the conditions. This remark not only
applies to the districts represented by
private members but also distriets repre-
sented by Ministers of the Crown.

The Minister for Works: What about
Busselton?

Mr. TAYLOR: The people have re-
fused to accept the eonditions, for they
know that under them they could not
possibly manage the hospitals.  They
are eompelled to work extremely hard to
keep the hospitals going under the old
system, and all the work done is honorary,
with the exception of that performed hy
the secretary. Later on I will point ont
the difficuliies under which the committees
of the hospitals on the goldfields suffer.
The people of Laverton, Morgans, BMal-
colm, Southern Cross, Kanowna, Menzies,
and Leonora, all object to the new pro-
posal. These towns cover the whole of
the Northern goldfields. Not only have
they sent in their objections by letter,
but the people have also raised their voices
at meetings against the proposed change.
The mayors of the towns, and the leading
citizens have addressed publie gatherings,
opposing the new scheme of the Govern-
ment.  There are many other districts
in which similar action has been taken,
but T am only dealing at present with the
Northern goldfields. Five hospitals there
have ohjecied to the new econditions.
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Coming to the Cue distriet, I notice
that in the member for Murchison’s
district there are four hospitals,

namely, those at Peak Hill, Meekatharra,
Nannine, and Wiluna, which have objected
to the new eonditions imposed by the
Government. All the people in the ount-
lying distriets know the difficulty there is
in keeping the institutions up, and in
meeting the demands made upon them
owing to the conditions uader which men
work there. It is idle for members to
say that in the settled distriets, in the
farming areas, the likelihood of danger

surronnding the workmen 1is anything
like that surrounding the men wiho
are working on  the goldfields.

There is no ecomparison, and on the gold-
fields where you have in a distriet 400 or
500 men working underground there.must
be n medical man, and you cannot get a
medieal man who has had sufficient know-
ledge in his profession to meet the re-
quirements of a distriet where men are
brought up from underground unvecog-
nisable through meeting with those dis-
asters that ave associated with mining.
You cannot employ students who have
just received their diplomas, perhaps in
England, and give them a salary of £100
or £150 a year. This kind of medical
man is of no use on the goldfields. We
want men who have had experience, and
Australian experience too, in order to
meet the requirements of goldfields dis-
triets. We know foll well that it is not
possible to get a doctor to aecept a posi-
tion on the goldfields where there is prae-
tically no private practice unless a sal-
ary of £400 or £500 a year is paid, with
quarters added, and permission to prac-
tice privately. But the private praectice
in out-back places is so small that the
medieal man must really depend on his
salary, The hospital is kept up by the
people who subseribe 1s. a week to main-
tain it, and consequently, all these sub-
seribers are eligible to go to the institn-
tion.

The Minister for Mines: Private prac-
tice in some of these places is always
worth something.

Mr, TAYLOR: I am informed by the
people of Morgans and Laverton that
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private practice in those places is nol
what the Minister believes it to be worth.
Perbaps in a place like Menzies it might
be worth more than it is in towns which
are further out.

The Minister for Mines: Tn Laverton
it is worth about £600 a vear.

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not think that is
s0.
Mr. Male: What does the shilling a
week cover?

Mr. TAYLOR: 1t is subseribed by the
residents and it qualifies them Ffor ad-
mission to the hospital. I will read a
letter which T have reeeived from the
seeretary of the hospital at Morgans
which will give to the House more
information than perhaps one could
give who had not had the experience that
a secretary of a hospital has had. This
letter has been written to me by the secre-
tary (Mr. Alford), and reads—

“Mt. Morgans general hospital. The
hospital was established hy the resi-
dents of Morgans and distriet in the
vear 1900 and serves the centres of
Linden 60 miles, Yundamindera, Alicia,
Austrahia United, Hawks Nest, Mar-
ravet, Transvaal. Redeastle, Corrong,
Murrin (in part}, and Morgans, and
the residents of these eentres have con-
tributed annually an average of £1,200,
the publie subseriptions and donations
being £1,083 17s. 7d. for the past year.
The mode of finance is to eolleet at the
rate of Is. per week from single sub-
seribers and 1s. 6d. from family sub-
seribers in moieties that the subsecribers
can afford to pay. This system of in-
surance is appreciated by the residents,
and were it not for this, 90 per cent.
of the subscribers would be forced to
be declared indigent 1f called wpon to
pay private hospital and doctor’s fees,
and would therefore become a charge
wholly upon the State. The number
of patients treated last year was 74
in-paiients and 1,311 out-patients. The
cost of trealment per patient is neces-
sarily high as the staff has to be re-
tained hrrespective of the number of pa-
tients, and the nurses emploved must
have more than ordinary ability, the
Jomestic management being in the
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hunds of the nurse in charge, who also
has to do nursing for twelve hours a
day for (he seven days and whilst off
shift must lLe relieved by a nurse who
is not only certifieated but competent
o act skalfully in an emergency. Con-
sequently it is found necessary to pay
a salary whieh guarantees efliciency,
but at the same time is not equal to
that earned by the loeal ‘slavey.’” Un-
der the heading of salaries the medical
officer aceounts for nearly half of the
oxpenditure.  He is indispensable and
the PO, says that he cannot advise
any course to economise on this head
and will not undertake to supply doe-
tors to hospitals. The assistance now
offered by the Goveroment, £50 per
month, will not allow of the local ¢om-
mittee carrying on, and the Medical
Department could not even under any
decent ¢irenmstances finanee the in-
stitution for that amount, and ihe erack
of the whip by 1. Hope that the hos-
pital may be abolished if the reduced
assistance is not accepted, will in ne
way affect the stand taken by those
affected by that threat in this distriet.
The salaries at present paid to the
staff are as follows:—>Medical officer
with board and quarters £450 per an-
num; nurse in charge £123; nurse
£100; cook and general £130; wards-
man-orderly £130 ;  secretary (no
board) £156. I regret that owing ¢
the short notice the cost per week per
patient cannot be given, but it is of
course high in cowparison with the
large hospitals.”

The Honorary Minister: Is anyone
eligible to pay the shilling per week®

Mr. TAYLOR: Only the wage earners
employed in ibe mines. With the sub-
sidy the hospital received last year the
totnl received came to only £1,083, and [
may say for the information of the
House that I saw the last balancesheet
which showed that the year ended withk
a balance of £7. That was the result on
a subsidy reduced to 15s. Now that a
further reduetion is threatened they wili
be unable to carry on at all. With re-
gard to the secretary’s salary of £150 a
vear this officer has to do all the collect-
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mg. He rides around on his hieyele, and
T have seen him myself going from one
mine to another eollecting money.

The Minister for Mines: Will not the
mines colleet the money?

Mr. TAYLOR: 1 dave say that the hig
mine will enllect, but on the smaller mines
where men work on {ribute it is necessary
that the secretary showld persomally visit
the subseribers so that they will pay up,
and it is really the only way in these out-
lying centres where any decent form of
collecting ean be taken up. Taking the
district of Morgans, no one will guarrel
with the salary whieh is paid to the see-
retary who is responsible for the waork-
ing of the institution, Then there is a
skilled trained purse in charge who re-
eeives £130 a year, and a cook and laun-
dress who receives £130 2 year. About
five weeks ago there was a econference of
all the representatives of the hospitals on
the northern goldfields. They met at
Maleolm and discussed the position, and
so that there would be no doubt about the
arguments advanced being sound the con-
ference was ndjourned fo enable the Prin-
cipal Medical Officer to he present. At
that time Dr. Hope was touring in the
Murchison or in the South-Western dis-
triets. The conference desired my af-
tendanee; however, 1 saw the Colonial
Seerefary and it was suggested that if
the conference were held over for a fort-
pight Dr, Hope could attend. Dr. Hope
did attend but he was not in a position
to suggest economies further than thume
that the people themselves had already
practised. T only wish the Colonial See-
retary who controls the hespitals of the
State were in this House; T would try
to penetrate some soft spot in his heart.

AMyr. Collier: He has none.

Mr. TAYLOR: That would npot pre-
vent me from trying to find one if he
were here. And if I have any pussible
chanee I shall try to do it now through
the Premnier. The Treasurer knows the
diffculties under which these men work,
and the conditions under which the ont-
back hospitals are worked, but T want to
tell him that in evnneetion with the man-
agemeni of ilie hospital at Laverton re-
presentalives are appuinted lo the com-
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mittee by ihe subseribers, and Burtviile
which is 18 miles away subseribes to that
hozpital, and representatives are sent to
altend the meetings from that and other
outlying disiriets, These very committee
tmen who recogiise the value of that hos-
pital, who have eavried their mates {o the
hospital whenr woanded, and who lave
brought themn onl pretiy well cured, or in
some cases have followed (hem to the
grave, realise the value of the institu-
iion. They contribnie iv it, and they offer
theniselves as cominittee men so as to
iave a voiee in the management. They
aften lose a day's work by riding 18 miles
into the town on their bieveles to attend
committee mectings, and in  some in-
stances they have lost their jobs by doing
so. These men would not do that unless
they were deeply sensible of the value of
snch an institution, and in spite of that
we find the Government removing from
these people the wherewithal to carry on
an institution which is beneficial to the
ecountry—the people who are making it
possible for Ministers tv grace the Trea-
sury benches, who are making it possible
for the bricks and mortar to stand in
Perth and Kalgoorlie. Those in the back
country ave treated in this manner by an
economical Government. No Government
iz justified in economising at the cost of
the henlth of the communily, and the
people have no intellect or they would
not stand it, It is not fair. If the hen.
member for Murroy would me out into
the back eountry——

Mr. George: I have been there.

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. member was
out there wilh the rest of the boodlers
trying to lake down unsuphistieated pro-
spectors like myself. T wani to say it is
quite different for the hon. member, or
any other speculator, to hounce through
that country on the back of a riding camel
or in a huggy with leggings up to his
knees to protect him from snake-bite—
his is a ease quite different from that of
the men who are compelled to work out
thiere for a living.

Mr. George: I never saw any sinakes
up there,

Mr. TAYLOR: The prospeelors all
said you did, It is ul] very well for hon.
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members who perhaps have not had the
bad fortune tuv have been domiciled in
these out-back plaees for any length of
time sufficient for the hardships to im-
pair their health—it is all very well for
such hon. members to pretend to regard
this matter as being ot little importance.
Prospectors are not men with large bank-
ing accounts. Where 3 wan’s labour is his
eapital, he takes it to the hest market:
and the best market is in the large centres
where the living is more agreedble, and
where health resorts are available which
are wholiy out of reach in the oni-back
towns. A man only goes out there when
be finds he cannot get employment else-
where, 1 am speaking now of the wages
man, and not of the prospector.  The
wages man in such circumsiances goes
out-back and tbe conditions under which
he lives wre harder by far than those pre-
vailing in Kalgoorlie vr the metropolitan
aren.  Those of our miners who come
from the Eastern States stick round the
large centres before they venture into the
interior; consequently, as 1 said before,
the wan who finds himselt out-back is a
man pretty badly pushed, otherwise he
would not aceept the conditions out there.
I have mentioned Peak Mill, Meeka-
tharra, and Nannine. We lind the same
thing applies in the Mount Magnet dis-
trict. There is the Mount Magnet hos-
pital, and there is the Sandstone hospital.
The Sandstone hospital was practieally
built by the people. They are raising a
protest. Collie, quite close to Bunbury,
is also raising a protest—so loud that if
the Premier were electioneering down
there at Bunbury just vow he would hear
the protests from Collie.

Mr. Troy: 1f Collte had a different re-
presentative there might not be oceasion
1o protest.

Mr. TAYLOR: By that interjeciion
the hon. member has indicated to me that
if some other bon. member were repre-
senting Collie this state of affairs would
not be.

The Premier: Nonsense, the same pro-
test has been made at Bunbury.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Premier is wrong.
Bunbury was the first place that aceepted
the eonditions of the Government. When
I protested to the Colonial Secretary two
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months or mere ago, he nol only sent me
a statement of the conditions nnder which
the Government were going to ecarry on
the hospitals in future, but alse sent me
a clipping from a leading article in the
Bunbury Herald veferring to a publie
meeting which had unanimously eulogised
the P'remier for his briiliant seheme and
aceepted it with open artus; while, of
course, they winked the other eye and
said “Our member is the PPremier,” So
the Premier is wrong. [ have not the clip-
ping here, but T ean produce it. The Col-
onial Secretary sent if o me as showing
that it was a foregone eonclusion when
Bunhury said it was right. T was given to
understand that the secheme would apply
equally all over the State. Take Albany. -
Albany has absolutely objected to coming
under this scheme. Then we have Ger-
aldion, even sleepy Geraldion. Just im-
agine Cleraldton raising its veive against
anything, or any Government! As soon
as T heard Geraldton’s voice I said to
myself, “It is time something was done.”
We tind, loo, in other districis meetings
have been held of which I have not kept
Press reports.

The Honorary Minister: Tell us from
memory.

Mr. TAYLOR ; The lion. member conld
not tell us anything from memory.
Memory iz a thing dependent on the
brain, When there is no brain there is no
memory. The only memory the hon. mem-
ber has is the memwory of wetting the dock
through. Unfortunately for this State our
revenue will he decreased considerably by
the interest and sinking fund on that pro-
jeet, for which these hospitals have to
suffer,

Mr. Foulkes:
the dock.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am very sorry for the
support. If that is what the hon. member
calls support 1 do not know what he
would eall opposition,

Mr. Foulkes: You voted for it

Mr. TAYLOR : I opposed it every time
it obtruded its ugly head in this House.
and T will oppose it rn every occagion,
No arguments bave been advanced in fa-
vour of it =0 far as I am concerned.
While we have a Government who desire
to build up non-reproductive public works

Your party supported
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on loan funds, and open up projeets for
party purposes which will mean a drain
on the revenue, so long will I oppose such
works. These services which the people
have been in the 'habit of getting, and
which they are justly eniitled to, are be-
ing withheld.  Naturally they must be
withheld when money is squandered in
that fashion.

Mr. Bolton: Thal doek is suspended till
the next clection.

Mr. TAYLOR: It is a pity the hon.
meinber was not suspended for all time.
1 say there can be no justification at all
for this furm of economy. These people
whom I have described, who take so much
trouble to work these hospitals, working
. them within their means and subseribing
their woney and their time io see that
they are earried oni properly—from these
people the Government are withholding
the subsidies which they are entitled to.
The Government are heartless enongh to
say, “We shall lock np these institutions.”
Is that veally the intention of (he Govern-
ment? These people cannot ecarry on.
They have investigated the matter
theroughly; ithey have called a conference
to discuss ways and means by which they
may meet the Government, and they have
found it to he impossible. They had the
Prineipal Medical Officer al that confer-
ence, and he failed to suggest any way
out of the diffieulty. He said “I capnot
give you any more money, and if you ean-
not carry on we must shut up shop.” 1Is
that the way to look after the people?
Cut them down, sacrifice them, do every-
thing to square the finances, But are the
finances being squared. Are we not get-
ting further into debt, and are we not
taxing the people every session, increas-
ing the burden of taxation, and at the
same time withholding the services the
people are entitled to? We are compel-
ling the local governing bodies to tax
everything to carry on services in their
distriets which hitherto have been carried
on out of consolidated revenue.

The Attornev General: We are doing
more than any other country in the world.

Mr. TAYLOR: You are! Yon are
ruining the eountry, that is what you are
doing; and the people know it, and every
time the people have had an opportunity
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at the ballot-box sinee you have been doing
this they have shunted your party. If
you are on the Treasury benches for two
more years, I do not know what will be-
come of the country. You are increasing
the defieit and withbolding from the peo-
ple the services which have hitherto been
vendered them. Is that what you esll
economical management? Ts that ad-
miunistration whick wonld recommend it-
gelf 1o any inteliigent thinking people?
I say, No! T say it is absurd. It is abso-
lutely absurd to increase the taxation and
give the people fewer services. It is the
hospitals—it 15 the sick and the needy
that are being pinched by the Govern-
ment. It seems to me the (iovernment
have not the backbone to withhold ser-
vicezs from people who are sturdy and
strong. No! They will attack those peo-
ple in the hospitals who are lame and halt,
and unable to protect themselves, Tt is a
standing disgrace. 'I'he people of the
State are educated to the belief that it is
right that evefy citizen should receive
medical treatment at the cost of the State.
T have advocated free medicine for the
last 20 years. I have had the experience
of being on the Perth hospital board for
the last two years, and T find people, who
to all appearances in Hay-street seem to
be living in fairly comfortable positions,
going inte the hospital and not paying
because they believe it is a right; they do
not look upon it as a charity. The day
has gone when they used to put “paunper”
over a man’s bed in a hospital. It has
gone through men standing up on plat-
torms and in Parliaments advoeating the
rights of the people and the justice of
revenue collected in the way of taxation
and rates heing spenl to give free medi-
sine and hospital attentien. I have yet
to find in this State where any section of
the community have refused any vote out
of consolidaied revenue for free edueation
and for the care of the sick. The one
vote deals wilh the nged or young when
tbey are physically infirm, and the other
vote Adeals with Lhe intelleet when it is
:oung and lender and. may I say, in-
firm. ‘The one is to cullivate the intellect,
to make the young rohust (o face the
warld; that is the vote which is uzed for
the purpose of teaching ihe young in
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sthools; the other vute is used for per-
sons stricken down by illness or aceident
in a wine, or any calliay, tou restore him to
health and to make him rolust te be able
tv gu out and become i wealth producer
once more, | have ye! to learn that auy
section of the people of Lhe State ohject
to the napenditure of revenue in that di-
rection: and if ihe Government do ot
learn it lo-night in this Chamber they will
learn it from the mandate of the peuple.
The people will not stand ihis economy,
this pruning knife cutting inle the hos-
pitals vote. It is absurd. L would like
to see the geutlernen who grace the Trea-
sury henches in Lhe outside centres
agricnltural districts, let alone the gold-
fields, having to meet hardships there with
no Lospital treatment when they fall ill.

Mr. Bolton: You would like to meet the
Coloutal Seeretary,

Mr. TAYLOR: { would rafher meel
the Colonial Seeretary in the House and
debale this point with him, than I would
meel liim out in the back country. One
might, perhaps, reach seme soft spot in
him if he were here, but uo man with any
heart would be so callous as not to realise
what he has done. In all probability he
has acted on the adviez, not thoroughly
investigaied, given by some officer whose
geoeraphical limits of the country are
bounded hy Guildford and Clavemont, and
who knows nothing ahout the interior, [
is neeessary for a man to live in those
outlying parts of Western Australia, ov
in portions of the Pastern Siates similar
to Western Ausiralia, to thoroughly ap-
preciate the value of a hospital. I have
seenn in the early days men brouzht down
for treastment from plares, where bospi-
tals now stand, to those ceenires where
bospilals existed, 100 or 200 miles away.
That was 10 or 14 years ago. I have seen
them fall ill and die on the road down,
and their bones sre there to-day, with
sticks stuck up recording where they lie
buried. If the tracks were straight the
cut road passes their graves to-day; where
the old tracks twisted they now lie in the
gilent bush, not one or two of them, but
dozens. T speak feelingly. To-day those
outback places bave railways to them, but
I speak of the valuable assistance ren-
dered by those hospitals in epening up
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the eeantry,  And to-day they are just as
essenttal. The dongers of working under-
ground ave greater to-day hecause the
mines are Inore nunlervas and are getting
deeper; consequently we wanl nore hos-
pitals: amd the doors of these already ex-
tseing sheuld not he elosed.  The Govern-
nieil must lind the means hy which these
hospilals can be subsidised. Theyshould at
feast realise that they should not go baek,
even heyund e subsidy of lasl year, that
of 15s. in the pound, and in some of the
onllying places they should give a pound
tor pound =ubsidy, and Lhen they would
gel out of it lghtly., The Government
eould ot keep up these institutions amd
pay the ollicers and duv anythiuy like the
efficient work being carried on by the
local peuple, and they would not inspire
into their offlicers the enthusiasm fo carry
them on that the local people have, know-
ingr as they do the value of the institutions
and having the gratification occasioned by
carrving on work of this chavracter.

Mr. Gourley: There bas been aver
£11,000 collected by the peaple in Leon-
ora for the hospital,

Mr. TAYLOR: These people have done
s0 much [o carry on these institutions,
and is it the duty of the Government to
rentove that zeal from them, taking away
that enthusiasm from these people who
are anxions to give their services to earry
on these institntions? The Covernment
would he in a hopeless posilivi and the
people would suffer largely (hrough this
form of eeonomy instituied hy the present
Government. 1 believe it has been done hy
the Caolonial Seeretary, bnt it has been
sngpested to me that the ex-Treasurer
zave birth to this brilliant splash of finan-
cial genius while he was in the Treasury.

The Minisler for Works: Who sog-
gested it to you?

Mr. TAYLOR: It has been suggested
to me. The hon. member knows well
where these suggestions come from; they
generally come from behind the Treasury
Beneh, from those who are behind the
sereen and know all about these things.
At the same time T hope the House will
not look upon this matter as a party ques-
tion. Perhaps T may have spoken with
some heat on the subject; beeaunse, speak-
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ing {rom experience of the areas affected
on the poldfields. I know the value of
these institutions, and T know the diffi-
culty they have in securing nurses and
«doclors to go to these outlying districts
to take up the work involved in the hos-
pitals, | hope the matter will be dealt
with hy members on ils merits. 1t affecls
the whole of Lhe State, particularly those
places where assisted hospitals are in ex-
istence. OF cowrse some districts are
fortunate enouch to have  Guovernment
hospitals and they are not affected, hut
all the assisted hospitals are affected, and
I maintain the Government should assist
the people who are endeavouring to assist
themselves, and who have assisted them-
selves =a far as providing good hespi-
tals amd accommodation suitable for the
demands made upon them in outlving
places, even when they were built long
before the rallway service was provided.
when e anatervial had te be conveved
to the Jocalifies by teams or eamels,  The
Government should not de anvihing to
save a few thonsand pounds per annum to
remove that loeal interest in these institu-
tiong, the work done gratis hy the people,
economieally and in the hest interests of
the people and the Stale cenerally. T
hope the question will he dealt with on
its merits, and not from any party stand-
point. and T hope it will he considered by
the Government. not upon the appeal T
have made, but upon its merits, ard upon
the justice of the claim it eovers. I hope
the Qovernment will see their way clear lo
fall in with the views set ont in the
motion, which 1 have every confidence
in placing in the hands of members.

The PRUMIER (Hon., XN, .J. Moore):
After the dramatic appeal of the hon.
member, ong approaches this question with
a considerable amount of diffidence. As
a matier of fact, the Government recog-
nise any elfort put forward in the diree-
tion of eronumy is bound to he nnpopn-
lar.  There s no form of economy
which  commends itsell to evervone
as a rule. The member for Mount
Margeret  has  complained that  we
have heen taxing the people continually
in this Tlouse dnring the last year or {wo.
but ihe zeneral complaint from the Op-
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position heucbes is thal we are not tax-
ing the people sulficiently; at least that
was the complaint made by the Leader

of the Opposition dnring his remarks
vecently upon the Finaneial State-
ment, so  that among members op-

posile there is apparently a difference of
opinion in this regard. The hon. member
has referred to the Government in terms
which ean havdly be considered compli-
wmentary, but T do not propose to let the
House think that the matter brought un-
der notice, the reduction of these subsi-
dies, is one for which the Colonial Secre-
tarv is going to carry the blame, if
hlarme there he. The matter has
heen diseussed by the Government, and
as a resalt of the information the Gaov-
ernnent have reecived from the officers
who have inquired into the matier, they
have ecome to the eonclusion that con-
siderable ®economies can be effected in
connection with hospital management 1n
Western Aunsiralia. T have had an oppor-
tunity of seeing many of these hospitals
and am satisfied there is any amonnt of
room for eeonowy. As a matter of fact
the cost nf administration in a large num-
her of Lhe hospiltals is entirely too high.
The member for Murchison was with me
on one oceasion when a deputation was
introdueed, in which the administrative
expenses were altogether out of propor-
tion fo the value received by the people
who attended the hospital. Recognising
ihat economies could be effected, and
more especially when it was pointed out
that the amonnt contributed by the State
was so much in excess of thal contributed
te hospitals by Eastern Governments, the
Government took what they econsidered to
be the proper means of impressing upon
the peaple of the Joealities the need for ex-
ercising more supervision in connection
with adroinistrative expenses, and also
of pointing ont that as the couniry was
getting more setiled il must neeessarily
follow that private subseriptions must be
responsible to a larger extent than in the
past for the upkeep of hespitals.
Tn the past the hospitals have heer main-
iained mainly at the expense of {lie State,
and we considered the time has arrived
for the vote lo he reduced. Comparing
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tle amonnt contrbuted 12 this State by
the Government with those contributed
Ly the Governmenis of the Eastern States
it will be found ihat the amonnt paid by
the (tovernmeni here ix far in excess of
all the States. T do not wish to weary
members, but [ will give them just one
or two figures showing the comparisen.
Western Australia, with a population of
270,000,  contributes  £69,705,  which
amounts to s, 2d. per head of the popu-
lation.  South Anustralia expends £386,000
with a population of 383,381, or a per
eapita centribution of 1s. 11d. In Vie-
torin the per capita eontribution is 7d.,
and in Queensiand, where the conditions
are very similar to those existing here,
the amount 8 25, New South Wales,
with o popiimion of 1,330,000, expends
£95.830, or 1= 3d. per kead of the popu-
lation,

Alr. Baili: How do the revenues com-
parve per head of the population ?

The PREMIER: Do you mean the
State reveniue or the revenue derived from
the hnspitals?

Mr, Bath: The State revenue. *

The PREATER: 1 do not know; al-
thonzh we know that the revenue per
head is lugher here: but it s nothing
in proportion to the figures 1 have quated.

Mr. Hudsen: You forget ahout the
original erants to the hospitals.

The PREMIER: 1 have referred io
the amount contributed hy the State. In
- Western Auslralia mauny people take ad-
vantage of fhe hospitals who conld pay
for treatment. The memher for Mi.
Margarvet contended during the course of
his speach (hat everyone, irrespective of
his means. who desires to do so should be
allowed (0 take advantage of the Govern-
ment hospitals,

Mr. Taylor @ T pointed out that the
people had arrived at this siame them-
selves that they should not he eonsidered
panpers it they go inio the hospitals.

The TREMIFR: The hon. member
went further than that, for he said the
people had arrived at the position when
the hospitals should be free to all, jrre-
spective of whether wen could afford to
pay or not.

Mr, Taylor: That is so.
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The PREMIER: T do noi agree with
that. I do net see that people who are
in a position to pay for medical attend-
ance and nursing in their own homes
should be treated at the expense of the
State. In some of the distriets in the
State the Government’s new scheme has
heen accepted.  The member for Mt
Margaret referred to several distriets
where the proposal was refused, and be
mentioned Laverton, Mt. Morgans, Mal-
colm, Peak Hill, Meekatharra, Nannine,
and others. The administration expenscs
of the Laverton hospital work out at a
cost per head per day of 19s. 2d.; at
Morgans it iz 19s. 6d., and at Maleohn
d4s. 104.

My, Hudson:
town?

The PREMIER: T have not the fig-
ures. hut the eost would be very much
less there.

Mr. Hudson: And vou gave them
£750 as against £400 in the back country.

The PREMIER: The proposal has
heen accepted at Bridgetown, Green-
hushes, Katanning, Newcastle. Wagin,
Bussellon, and Nonkynie, and [ helieve
Narrorin and York are now arrangiog
1o aceept ihe proposal. As the member
is aware, (he Perth and Fremantle hos-
pitals have made very considerable econ-
omiies.  The member for Wi, Margaret is
a member of ihe Perth committee, and
he vealises how it has been possible, by
certain allerations in the staff and more
economical administration. in save a very
Jarge sum.

Mr. Taxlor: The board have been at
their wils ends Lo do il.

The PREMIER: They have effected a
considerable  saving, and why cannot
hoards elsewhere do the same and reduce
the running enst very eonsiderahly.

My, Collier: They have made econo-
mies n Perth by turning away people.

The PREMIER: Cases have uweeurred
where people having good incomes have
cune to the hospitals. One case was
bronght under my notice where a per-
sot was trealed in the hospital, and his
dressings cost 25s. a day; wet nothieg
was paid by the patient althongh he was
in receipt of a very zood income. Surely

What is it at Bridge-
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it is not equitable for the State to pay
for hospital accommodation and medieal
attendance of men who are receiving
handsome incomes. T cannot understand
that line of argument.

Mr. Collier: Your change of poliey
will not make sunch persons pay more
than they did in the past.

The PREMIER: Tt will have the
effect of making the hospital committees
see that people do not get away without
paying their just dues. Instances have
oceurred in Bunbury where sailors from
the ships have been taken to the hospital,
treated at the Government's expense, and
when they are able to leave the institn-
tion have gone on board their vessels, and
the Government have found that they have
had all the expense of treating these men
without reeeiving any consideration from
the owners or agents of the vessel.

Mr. Hudson: Why not?

The PREMIZR: For the reason that
while the Government went on paying no
tronble was taken. When it is brought
home to the comuitiees of the hospitals
that the strictest supervision must he ex-
ercised, all abuses such as I have indi-
cated will be puk a stop to. ¥ have heard
of one instance where a man drawing £6
a week received a slight injury and
was taken to the Perth hnspital. He re-
ceived. whilst ihere, an allowance from
a benefit society, and, in addition, his
eraployer paid his wages for the time he
was laid up. That man left the hospital.
after having been there for six or seven
days, without contributing anything for
his maintenanee. Such eases impress the
Government with the necessity for the
strictest supervision being exercised in the
fuiure.  To hear the member for Mf.
Margaret speak one wonld think that the
Government were savages wanting fio
suck the life’s hlood ont of the people of
the State. let hiin and oither members
give us eredit for the possession of feel-
imgs of humanity.  Evidently the hon.
member 1hinks that fo stand ap and wave
his Fraands aboul gives the impression that
he is wore filled with echaritable desires
than anyoue else. So far as ihe member
is concerned, T know there is more pow-
der than «hol in hie arguments. e re-
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ferred to the Tact that if the Government
went €0 the country they would be put
in their place by the medium of the bal-
lot box. The member himself recently
had an experience of the hallot box.

Mr. Taylor: Where;” at the Albany
eleetion?

The PREMIER: No;
for the Federal Senate.

My, Taylor: They recognised the pe-
cessity of my remaining here to look
after the Government.

The PREMIER: We would have been
sorry to lose the services of (he member.
but we realise that on an occasion like
that the ballol box does not always speak
truly. 1 am voieing the opinion of mem-
bers when 1 say it would have been a
severe loss bad the hon. member gone
to pastuves new. We can only hope that
as a resuli of his effort to-might he wiil
not be landed in a hospital. I know that
the effori he has made to-night might
have an ill effect upon the malady from
whieh the hon. member suffers.

Mr. Taylor: 1If you do pnol come to
mdre decent ierms you will hear from pwe
again 1n the pear future.

The PREMIER: I1f we offer decent
terms or not we will hear from him. I
wonld impress upon him to be generpns
enough to recognise there are those besides
himself who are prepared to do whal they
can to assist in affording accommodation
and providing attention for the sick and
suffering in the State. We do not wish
to create any hardship, buf we are anx-
ons =o far as possible, in the interests of
the peuple of the State as a whole, 1o
secure the exercise of the strictest econ-
omy in the adwministration of our hos-
pitals, T feel sure the majority of mem-
hers will reecognise that by asking the
varions institutions to aeeept a reduction
in the amount which they have received
by a tolal of some £10,000 or £12,000 »
vear, the (Government are only making »
fair and reasonable request, and one in
the hest interests of the State as a whole.

Mr. WALKER (Kanowna}: T do not
think that anyone will gnestion that the
Premier particularly, and, T suppose, his
colleagues, are actuated by the desire to
do as muech for the convenience and com-

in the ballot
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fort of the peor as those Rif.ting an this
~ide of the House ; but I venture to think,
despite what has been said in this respect,
that they are wrongly advised and have
heen counselled by officers who have
lugked at the question more with the eye
of the cold business man than with the
eve of a philanthropist. Tt is all very
well to say this State has paid more in
preportion to its inhabitants than any
other State of the Cominonwealth. What
State has the territory that this has ?
What State has to administer under such
trying circumstances the subsidies to the
poor as this State has ? Where in the
~ whole of Australasin is there such an
enormous mining area where accidents
are =n liable to occur, where it is so neces-
sary {0 have immediate medical attend.
ance for those who are pioneering the
State ¥

Mr. Gourley : The communities out
back are so much smaller.

Mr. WALKER : The population is
distributed over a much vaster area than
in any other part of the Commonwealth.
It is absurd to compare our great pold
mining Helds with the settled population
either in South Australia or in Victorie.
There vre old settled communities there,
with reralarly established habits, and,
consequently, with other means of allevia-
ating suffering and distress, and of meet-
ing difliculties in cases of aceidents.
Thes have a recopnised society there, but
here we have all the pioneer work, all the
development work, and when the Premier
compares these outback mining hospitals
with the conditions existing in Perth and
Fremantle. he makes a false and mislead-
ing comparison.  Does he begrudge the
slight payments that have been made in
the past to those whe have created the
wenith of this country. The mining
population to-cday is the population cry-
ing out peajnst this false economy on the
part nf the Government. and what a debt
of gratitude is due to this mining popu-
lation by every section of this great State!
Where would Perth be : where wonld Fre-
mantle be @ where would the agricultural
districts be, had it not been for the
pioncer work and the wealth exploitation
that the mining population has given to
the conntry. T want to point ont that
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whatever the Government might have in
the way of heart, those who advise the
Governunent have very little Leart in
dealing with this great question. The
member for Mt. Margaret drew attention
to the Conference that was held at
Malcoim. Now I wish to draw the
attention of the Premier te what was
said by Dr. Hope at that Conference.
Dealing with this hospital question, Ds.
Hope in replying to the delegates said
that he was sorry it had been Jound neces-
sary to ask the comimittees to curtail the
expenditure, but he was only the mouth-
piece of the Government. Apparently
he put the blame on the Government for
the course they had taken. Dr. Hope
was gent to represent the Government at
that conference of hospital represen-
tatives, Laverton, Malcolm. and & number
of these different districts being reprc-
sented. Dr. Hope ndded-—

** The (overnment looked upon some
of these places, Malrolm, Kanownu.
and Morgans, as not altogether requir-
ing hospilals, as they were near other
large towns.  If the hospitals in Ghose
places were kept as casualty wards it
would mect requirements, as the doctor
conld always ottend patients and send
them on to the nesrest hospitals.  Of
course this was unly a suggestion ; the
Covernnient. were of opinion that this
could i done Then sgain in some
enges vou  pay the secretaries high
salaries, but 1 agree oftentimes that
they collect more money than a cheaper
man could, so it is hard to say whether
you could eurtail in that direction.
There appears to be no uniformity in
the salaries paid, and that should he
adjustedd. nnd it would be reasonahle
if you charge your subseribers for heard
while in the hospital for treatment."”

And then he goes on supgesting a redue-
tinn in the staff salaries. He goes on to
8|/y—
“ We dn not ask vou ta sweat people
up here, but we conld supply vou with
a competent and contented =taff at the
following rates :—Matron. £100 : nurse,
£70 : orderly, £90: and cuok and laun
dre=ss. £00."

Mr. Heitmann ; That is not sweatin.
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Mr WALKER : That was a suggestion
which came from Dr. Hope, the Trincipal
Medical Officer. T will read the reply to
Dr. Hope by Mr. Hughes, of Laverton.
Mr. Hughes said—

** He did not think they could reduce
the saleries to that level up there, for it
would be sweating, and workmen
would not support an institution that
wag reducing the uniform rate of wages
raling in the district. ' Waitresses on
the Northern fields were getting £100
per annum, and it would not be reason-
able to expect a nurse to do the work
rveguired of her for £30 a year less.”

1 approve of that spirit. That shows
what Dr. Hope was willing to do. It is
not proper te reduce the salavy of the
matron to £108 per annmn in the outback
district. andd | wans to draw the attention
of the Premier to the fact that such a
proposal wos scarcely fair to these people.
The suggestion was made too, that the
prtients should be sent from the Kanowna
to the Kelgoorlie Hospital, but what does
that mean ¥ Does it mean {hat it is
proposed to cnlarge the present hospital
at Kalgoorlie ¥ Whilst Dr. Hope is
preaching in that direction to the Con-
ference at Malcolm T will read a circular
Jetter which was published in the Kal-
goortie Minrer of Saturday, 9th October,
and which was addressed to the medical
practitioners of Kalgoorlie and Boulder.
Tt raye—

** Central I3oard, Porth, 4th October,
1909, Sir,-—As it is necessaryv to very
materially decrcase the expenditure at
the Kalgoorlie Government hospital—
(this is the hospital to which patients
are to be sent from outlying districts)—
I beg to request that the medical prac-
titioners of the district will exercise the
greatest care in their recommendetions
of patients for admission to that insti-
tution. Tt has frequently happened
that the potients have heen sent to the
Krlgoorlic hospital who might have
bheen suitably treated, or allowed to die,
in their own homes. and who eould re-
ceive no benetit from hospital treat-
ment. Septie cnses. which constitute
a danger to the other patients have also
been sent Lo the hospital. These
prticnts are often so ill that it is im-
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possible to vefuse them admission. For
the future I beg to request thet in all
ssuch cases you will first communicate
with the secretary or the resident
medical officer before sending the cases
in, detailing the special circumstances
which make it necessary for the patient
to obtain hospital treatment. It has
also been decided that in future mem-
bers of lodges or miners’ funds will not
be admitted to the hospital without a
written guarantee from the lodge or
doctor for payment of the hospital fees.
—7 have, etc., James W. Hope, Prin.
cipal Medical Officer.”
Here is o difficulty with which we are
met. Dr. Hope says that we can close
the Wanowna hospital, and that patients
can be sent on to Kalgoorlhie : then there
is the statement from Dr. Hope that they
do not want the people in the Kalgoortie
hospital, that they can die in their own
homes, That statement is contained in
the circular letter sent out hy the Central
Board of Health. | wish to say if the
proposal made hy the Clovernment is
carried out, we shall close these hospitels
out hack, and we shall close positively all
these institutions.
Mvr. Collier : That is what they want.
Mr. WALKER : Undoubtedly that is
what they want. [s it not fair and just to
accuse the Clovernment of want of heart
if they clase these institutions out back ?
These institutions are not for a moment
to be compared with similar establish-
ments in Melbourne. Sydney, Adelaide,
or even Perth or Fremantle. These
institutions in the mining centres are
absolute necessities, they are little nases
in the desert of disaster and of mis-
fortune. There, in these mining town-
ships, every possible danger that can
attack & mortsl rages around the place.
You are in the thick of accidents and
fatalities ¥ Not a day passes but some
miner loses a limb, or his life, or is
crippled for the rest of his days. As
regularly es the pendulum swings these
accidents are nceurring, and can it be said
there i+ real heart in those whe would
take these institutions away from centres
where they are not Inxuries but absolute
necessities ¥ What kind | of charity is
that which will elose the Kanowna hos-
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pitai and conyeel paricnts from the way
Lack portions of that electorate w pgo
pust Kanowne  into RKalgoorlie where
they are told by the Principal Medical
Officer they are not wanted. sand to keep
them out of it if it is possible ¥ Is that
charity ¥ Is that kindheartedness 3 |
ask the Attorney General 1o remain in his
place to listen to what | am going to sey.

The Attorney General: | am not leav.
ing the Chamber.

Mr. WALKER : When the membir for
Mount Mergaret was speaking the At-
torney General was prolific in his inter-
ruptions. and he told that hoo. wember
of the great kindliness of the State Lo
wirds ats sick and its snfiering. What
& anighty change a little position gives to
i man Y

The Attorney Ceneral: I we econo-
mise now we will Le able to spend more in
Jte whole of the State.

Mr. WALRKEHX : Since when has this
economy heen going on *  In 1809, only
this year, the Attorney (eneral sut where
the member for Murray now graces the
chnir, and what did he say then * The
Attorney General now has got his figures
ready to prove how magnanimous, how
charitable he is as a member of & Govern.
ment.  Just see what he said then—-

* Greenough, ome of the oldest estab-
lished agricultural districts in \Western
Australia, was a fitbing example.
Some ten years or more aro and for
many YCears previous to that time, that
district had enjoved the benefits of
o resident medieal officer.  What was
the position of the settlers there to-day?
An epidemnic of diphtheria was raging
in thet part of the State. Many of the
people were down with the terrible

" disense, snd deaths had oceurred, and
only to-day he had roceived an urgent
telegram asking him to represent the
condition of #ifeirs to the Government
and to hee that medieal as<istance and
medical applianecs shionld be sent up
immediateiy.”

The Attorney leneral : 1 sayv that still.

Mr. WALKER : Keep still tor a few
moments longer.

The Attorney General @ If vou Lad less
extravagance with regard to the pold-
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fields hospirale it would b possible to
shbsidize i medical officer in every dis-
triet throvshout L State,

My, WALKER : For this celief. much
thank-. Li<teu furtlier

“ What a [ine advertisement that
wos when one thovght of the way in
shich we treated our out-back people,
und Creencangh can hardly be called an
out-back country, yvet in the policy of
ceonumy which had ceharacrerised the

Govertment it was a  distriet  like

Creenenizly, lilie nericultural  centres.

and il mining centres such ws that

represented by 1he hon, member for

Kanowne @ if was in all these places

where there were small populutions and

where the people were leading & hard
lite : these werr the people who wers
called upon to bear the burden of this
cconomy and the hardships that sprang
from it.”
My text is none other than that of the
Attorney  Ueneral. The circomstances
have not changed one ivta. The economy
is practised npon these out-hack districts,
and undoubtedly it is worse now than
then. The Covernment first of all gave
them grants, and also pound for pound.
This was redueed to n 155 subsidy for
every £1 collectecd, and now that has heen
taken away from them. With what re.
sult ¥ That (he bospitals must shut up :
Kanowna must close.

The Attorney General; No,

Mr. WALKER : T say ves.

The Attorney General @ 1 say no.

Mr. WALKER: The hon. member
knows nothing about it. DBesides. who
would take his word * You cannot he-
Heve him for 12 months together.

The Attorney General : Time will show.

Mr. WALKER : Time will show the
chameleon nature of the member's char-
acter,

The Attorney General @ Time will show
shout the elo- g of the haspitais.

Mr. WALKER: 1 have had u letter
fromn the seeretery of the Kanowna hos-
pital. whare word I would take at any
time before that of the hon. member : for |
have never discovered in that official any
prevarication or  enuivecation. though
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I cannot say the same of the hon. member.
The letter reads—

** The Principal Medical Officer stated
at the conference that he was there
at the instance of the Colonial Secre-
tary, not with the object of offering
any concessions, but to point out
means whereby hospitals could save
money, as, for instance, by having
their staff engaged through the depart-
ment at Government rates. He said
in reference to the maintenance of
indigent patients at subsidised hospitals
that after an indigent patient had
been in a hospital for thres weeks
the patient should then be forwarded
to a purely Government hospital
for further treatment. If subsidised
hospitals adopted that systemn the
Kalgoorlia hospital would soon have
to increase their accommodation and
number of beds, as this hospital
would send a large quota every month,

. . . . As regards our position
the Government still owe us the 1lbs.
in the £1 for November and December
of lagt year, and when we run short,
which may be in a few months from
now, | will not fail to again demand
our just dues. I do not think there

is ancther mibsidised  hospital  but
what has received the I3s. in the £
up to the end of December.”

They owe £200 there, and for this

month here, and they talk about their
generosity, talk about the saving of
money. | tell vou it s a dishonest
policy : it is a poliey which goes back
upon one’s word of honour. 1t is one
that [alsilies. If it werc committed
by & private liem. that firm would be
exposed  throughout  the  length  and
breadth of the land as commercially
dishonest.  Yet it is done by the Govern-
ment in the name of #conomy on behalf
of the State.

Mr. Pavior: At the instigation of the
Colonial Seeretary.

My, WALKER If this policy is to
he earried out these hospitals will close.
1 cannot stand the shaking of the head
by thic Attorney General @ what does the
hon. pentieman  mean ¥

The Attoraey teneral: | nwan the
hospital will he kept open to the extlent
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of the Covermment grant under the
new scheme.

Mr. WALKER : What he means is that
the hospital will not be there as an
institution, but there will be a Govermment
staff sent up to & casualty ward to turn
out all patients except those who cannot
possibly be removed, and to keep out all
but waccident cases which cannot Dbe
carried one inch farther, which cannot
be taken past the caualty ward run by &
small staff of sweated nurses. FEvery
hon. member knows that these hospitals
are institutions in these way-back places,
‘They have a civilising inflaence upon
the community. They are centres of at-
traction, each is a source of social entor-
tainment and reereation. Lt is to sce
the hospital properly furnished and made
comfortable for the sick and suffering
that every woman in a mining township
works and toils and tramps amongst
her neighbours. They get up social
entertaimments for the purpose of bene-
fiting the institution. 'There is social
intercourse, and the happiness of blending
hearts revolves round the word ‘‘ hos-
pital.” It is to these pecple the centre
of enthusiasm, a matter of pride and &
source of constant encouragement to the
duing of good and charitable deeds.
Take that from the mining township
andl what have they left ¥ What other
institution has such warm hearts around
it as the hospital of the mining township ?
I know, and every representative of
the goldfields knows, that the hospital
is a sort of union and compact between
township and township. 1t iz the means
of bringing into communion those who
are separated by miles and miles of arid
waste. Trom this township to that
township there are periodical  visits.
A ball here to-day and from yonder
townships 40 and 50 miles away there
come the visitors to the bhall for the
purpose of giving the hospital a helping
hand. Return visits are made. and
what is the consequence of all this
hlending of enthusiastic warm hearts —
what is the effect of it ¥ That it makes
life tolerable upon the goldfields, that it
relieves the firlds of that dreadful
monotony of the wilds of nature. Lt
makes mortals ont-back feol that after
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asll it 1 8 that it ic a

I it s 8 place to live in,
place where hanes may be built. ko
makes them content with their lot.
Now we are removing all this. We will
take the hospital away and give them
a casualty ward in place of it, a sort of
police station in suhbstitution. [ say the
Uovernment have not grasped their
responsibilities when they treat all the
haspitals precisely on the same footing.
They have not judged their functions
accurately. These ount-hack hospitals
cannot be treated in the same way as

those in  Kalgoorlie and  DPerth, and
Fremantle.
Mr. Underwoad :  These are treated

badlv encugh.

Me. WALKER: But surcly there
should be some differentiation for these
pioneer spots; some consicleration for
thase risking life and limb in the daily
avocation, in pursuit of bread. Surely
there should be some thought for those
who are opening up the country, who
are giving the wealth that has made this
country what it is. But no, they are
just to bhe the same there as if in our
streets in Perth. No consideration what-
ever for them. Give them an iren bed and
a black draught—that is good enough
for the miners. Send them on stretchers
to the next nearest hospital. They
are out of our sight. We do not see
them ; we never hear their groans,
never look upon their dying faces. T say
this is shocking; I do not know the
name by which to describe it. There
has been no country in the history of the
world, however stricken by poverty. which
has not had consideration for its maimed,
for its sick ; no country above the level of
absolute savagery but has desired to
mark its progress by the establishment
of hospitals. Tt iz the first evidence of
civilisation, the first step that marks
our progress from savagerv. But, for
us, we are going back from civilisation
into savagery. T have nn objection
to any people who can afford it in these
back centres paving for their medical
treatment. But that is guite a different
thing from providing the acromrmodation
requisite in these mining townships. We
must expend that money if we want to
keep our goldfields open—-unless indeed
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we wish to advertise aurselves as nrterly-

heartless and ubsolutely devoid of chari.

table  instincts.  While  these min.
ing townships remain we must give
them their hospitals. They are sur-

rounded by peculiar conditions. The
avocation of mining is so {reught with
denger that we cannot blind our eyes
to it ; and to be just and huwnane we
must know the danger these miners
are constantly runing, running every
day of their lives. HEwvery time a man
leaves his canp to go to his work he
takes his life in his hands, and his wife
knows not whether she will see hini aslive
again.  Fvery muorning she says “‘good-
bye " to himm with the hepe, of course, of
meeting him again at night. But how
many are there who say ' good-bye”
in the morning to their husbands on these
mining fields and sve them no more in
life.

Mr. Heitmann: One for every week
in the year in Western Australia.

Mr. WALKER: Probably that is
about right. And it is not alone those
who die in this way, but those who are
maimed and those who are constantly
contracting that terrible disease, miners’
complaint, which requires treatment at
an early stage. And we would just
treat these as ordinary mortals; we
would make no special provision to cope
with dangers of this kind. I say, it is
not civilised Covernment. And whilst
T cen speak in this Assembly I shall
protest with all the vigour of which I
am capable against this course of treat-
ment. Tt is not ecomony ; it is robbing
the State of its citizens. 1t is causing
us to risk the loss of human lives valuable
to this community, far more valuable
than are the few paltry hundreds to be
saved to the coffers of the State by
deducting these sums from the out-back
hospitals. The real facts are concealed
in the reports of the medical officer.
That talk about Wanwona hospital not
being necessary because it is near to
Kalgoorlie—why Renowna serves big
districts 20 odd miles away. (Gindalbi,
for instance. The mines ape working
there, and if an accident happens the may,
has to be brought into tp,
hospital. But th |- i

Kanowna
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tion : Do not admit him at the Kanowna
hospitel, take him along to Kalgoorlie.

Mr. Heitmann: Where he may be
refused adimission.

Mr. WALKER: Where he may be
refused by the medical officer when he
gets to the door. He must bring a
certificate that he is able to pay his
way before he is admitted. It is not
humanity, it is not sound Government,
it is government by the medical officers
in Perth who have no conception of tho
conditions prevailing in these districts,
who do not know the circumstances
there. 1 venture to say the Attorney
General iz taking his cue from these
medical officers who are closeted in Perth,
who get their ideas from the stafi about
them, pgetting them, perhaps, from Mr.
North, whose opinion on this subject
I vemember hearing before the Govern-
ment took decisive action. Over their
books and ledgeras they tried to see what
accounts they could put the pen through,
what expenses they could cross out,
and they crossed out these hospitals.

Mr. Hudson : And put it on to North's
salary.

Mr. WALKER : T could not say that,
but this is happening—this officer gets
an advance and these hospitals are
reduced. We cannet talk of classes and
distinctions in these outlving districts.
We may in Perth where the rich man
with £300 or more is induiging in the
luxuries of bandages and wrappings
which cust €20 & day ; Dbut we cannot
meke these comparisons outback where
there is one class of people only, workers,
miners, and prospectors, all in one
class on a large scale, comrades filling
townships, people who are the pioneers
of the country. heroes in the strict sense
of the word. who have opened up the
unknown of this land, have gone where
whites have never ventured before, and
have their enterprise and energy
brouzht about wealth that is adorning
London and Paris to-day.  OQut of sight,
far off, lizhtly complaining, their suffer-
ings little heard of. they live a few years
thers, catch that fatal complainy which
mekes it impossible for ‘them to live there
fonger. andd eome back here to Yerth
or go to the Fast or some far off land to

hy
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spend their last few hoursIunder this
terrible disease. But just give them
casualty wards, with matrons at £100
a year in those districts, and say it is
generous, and that they do not do it
anywhere else; but I say that in no
other part of the world have they the
same conditions ; in no other part of
the world was there ever a State so
indebted to its mining population as this
State has been. Yet we begrudge them
18s. in the pound to louk after those
who are injured in mining accidents, or
who get miners’ complaint, or who
suffer the privations of those undeveloped
tracts. It is a suprise to me that morials
can be so callous in a matter of this great
importance. If distinctions are necessary
to be shown, let us come nearer home
and have economnies at our doors, but
do not let us deprive the miners. I
protest against this course being taken
by the Stete, and if this policy is taken
by the Government 1 repeat it must
inevitably close the Kanowna hospital
ad & hospital, or the Broad Arrow and
Bulong hospitals as hospitals, it must
take away from them all those qualities
that constitute & hospital ; and in the
circumstances, as one who knows the
good. the civilising influences of these
hospitals in these far off centres, I pro-
test, ngain, with all my vigour, against
the present policy of the (Government.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
F. Wilson): T move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with
the following result : —

Ayes . .. ..o 22
Noas . .. .20
Majority for .. .- 2
—_— \'
AYEs, '
Mr. Brown Mr. Hayward
Mr, Butcher Mr. Male
Mr. Carson Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Menger
Mr. Daglish Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. Davies Mr. Nanson
AMr. Draper Mr. Osborn
Mr. Foulken Mr. J. Price
Mr. George Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Gordon Mr. Layman
Mr. Gregory (Tellcr).

Mr. Hardwick
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NOES.

Jr. Angwin . Mo SleTrmenll

Mr. Bath Mr. W. Prive

Mr. Bolton Ar. Swan

Mr. Collier Mr. Taylor

Mr (G0 Mr. Underwood

Mr. Gourley Mr. Walkel

Mr. Heitmann " Mr. Ware

Mr. Holman Mr. AL AL Wilvan

M. Fiaran ' Mr. Troy

Al Hudwon IR VIS N

Alre Joanwn .

Motien  thus passed : the  debate
adjourned,

House adjoorncd ot 1416 p.m.

Pegislative Council,
Thuraday, 28th October, 1909.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

BILL—PURBLIC EDUCATION EN-
DOWAMENT.
Third Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) moved—

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

Hon, J. F. CULLEN (South-East) : It
was not possible for him to give a silent
vote. his excuse being that he was not
present on the tormer oceasions when
the Bill was before the House. He was
al a luss to understand why at this stage
in the history of public education in
Australia there should be the movement
for land endowmeni. \s a malter of
faet, this movement ran in the face of
the settted poliey of all the Australian
Staies. It eould only be imagined thai

someone had come inio eontuet with the
old world conditinns, saw that land en-
dowments had had a large part {o play
in the old world, and thonzht that a
stroke of husine~s could he done in Wesl-
ern Anstralia.  MAustralia bezan with this
policy, found it entirely hammpering, and
cast it vver.  (ne-seventh of the whole
of Auestralin was dedicated 1o eduoeation,
or rather to a eorporation for ehureh and
educational purpozes.  After a {ime fhe
church element was bought ont and tie:
lands were held Ior education. hut it
was found thal the policy hampered
settfement. brought a stigma on the -
ministration or education. and that it
waould be very wueh wiser to ghsorb the
lands agaiu in the Lands Departinent,
and control the publie edueation from
the current revenues of the countries.
Thal ehange was made in the light f
experience as a settled poliey, and il had
heen (he settled poliey of Australia from
thas day to this. The Bill was the first
departure from that poliev. Was the
House to assume that the wise men of
the other States had been less interested
in edueation, or that they had been iess
alive to the benefits that might be gained
by trading in land speeunlation, for that
was what the Bill provided for, land
speculation on behalf of educalion?

The Colonial Seeretary: They have it
in foree in New Zealand and South Aus-
tralia.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: 1n South Aus-
tralia there was a dedication for the Uni-
versity of 50,000 acres, just a single puy-
pose, and that was an entively different
matter, but for public eduecation the
whole of Australia had had this settled
policy. Public education was one of the
things that onght to depend on the symi-
pathies and interest of the people from
year to vear. Let the [House Juok at the
guesiion whether education was a malloer
on which we should trust posteriiy. Was
pusterity likely to bv wanting  in the
matler of education? Was not interest
in educaiion growing deeper and broader
vear by vear? Was il not essenlially
the thing that ceald be trusted 1o the
people from year to vear? Had ihere
vver heen a difficulty in ecarrying any



